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No. m1. THIRD QUARTER, 1828. VoL. I. 
JOURNAL 
id Of a reconnoitring Visit to the TamsBooxx1e Country, dy the 
Brethren H. P. Hantseck and J. G. Fritscu,—1827. 
th BrotHer Hallbeck set out on the 11th May, from Gnadenthal, 
and arrived at Enon on the 6th of June, where he was joined by Bro- 
ther Fritsch. 
After a pleasant abode at Enon, we set out on the 19th of June, 
accompanied by three Hottentots, (one of whom, having but lately 
: been with the Chief Bowana, in the Tambookkie country, served ag 
gt aguide,) and by a Caffre, and a Tambookkie, both belonging to the 
congregation at Enon, as interpreters. We had a large wagon 
° drawn by bullocks, and three saddle-horses. We ascended the 
" Witte Revier valléy, and having paid a visit to our neighbour, Mr. 
erzZ, Scheeper, and visited Strubel’s corn-land, we began to mount the 
1gs~ steep passage over the Zuurberg. The rain had rendered the roads 
dow extremely slippery, and we spent the night in our wagon, near some 
S. e huts belonging to our Hottentots. 
and * * 20th. We had-some trouble in ‘finding our bullocks, and, mean- 
while, took a view of Strubel’s place, which,we found most conveni- 
1S. ent ‘for our people, both as corn-land.and for wood-cutting. 
Nau- After taking leave of our Mdttentots, who/have always conducted 
ns. et Mi remafkably well.in this place, we procéeéded in a north- 
Senet. oe over Snags ack? ..The worthy Landdrost,’ Stock- 
nS. was sone by the Gaffres, liessburied here. | The 
theit © me i » lying parallelto *each other; and 
ms. Fagen y Oba ‘narrow ridge between kloofs 
onary rgtown with, wood, erly seryed the Caffres for 
jon of a hance ‘inté'w hs ioe Reewinate In 
OL. . 
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one of these romantic glens, to the right, the Witte Revier, and in 
another, on the left, the Kourney river rises. From many points 
of this ridge, the most beautiful views present themselves, parti- 
cularly from the summit, from whence all the hills, as far as the 
Caffre country may be seen. After baiting, in the course of the 
day, on the banks of the Boonje’s river, we came, in the twilight, to 
the northern slope of the mountains, where we had intended to pass 
the night. Although our oxen had been seven hours in the yoke, we 
had only matle twelve English miles in the course of the day. 

Qist. Wesdescended into the Karroo, near the Bushman’s river, 
where we found ice, and made halt. During our stay of three hours, 
an astonishing swarm, or rather cloud of locusts passed over us. 
They have increased in numbers during the last month, and have 
done much mischief both to fields and gardens. The inhabitants are 
much distressed on this account, nor is the power of man able to 
stop this dreadful plague, as the largest fires are put out by their 
falling upon them, and though millions perish, they are not missed 
among their innumerable myriads. Many are eaten by the sheep, 
the dogs, and the wild beasts, for all animals prey upon them. But 
the Lord of nature mercifully sets bounds to their ravages, by send- 
ing large numbers of locust-birds, in size and appearance resembling 
the mountain swallow, who in a short time destroy the largest 
swarms of locusts; the colonists having heard, that these birds be- 
gan to make their appearance on the Snetuwberg, hope soon to be 
delivered from this scourge. The violent winds also carry large 
swarms of them into the sea. Perhaps it is not generally known, 
that the locusts will not touch the pea fields: something is conse- 
quently left for the poor farmer. In the afternoon, our direction was 
N.N.W. and we saw large herds of spring-bucks. We spent the 
night on Brak river, and kindled large fires. Wolves and jackalls 
serenaded us as usual during the night, being everywhere very nu- 
merous where sheep and oxen and other cattle abound. 

22d. I received here, by a messenger from the Landdrost of 
Somerset, an invitation to come to that place, which we reached on 
the 23d, and were received with the greatest cordiality. From him 
we obtained the: first information concerning the Tambookkies that 
might be depended on, respecting both the situation and cifcum- 
stances of the country, to which we were. going...” All “his reports 
strengthened our hopes of success, and convinced us, tht we had ffi 
him a zealous and active promoter of the mission. ‘He immediately 
promised to render every assistance, and not only to give us thee 
Cessary orders and recommendations to the inhabitants of the fron-* 
tier, but to acéompany ts himself, and introduce us to the chief, Bo- 
wana. “Having made arrangements tespecting ott journey, by which 
it wag séttled, that ‘the wagon ie Sasa abe lel: 
us on horseback, and meet 
country, we spent two days 
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sions. We heard from the Landdrost, that more facility will be @ 


provided for the Caffres to enter the colony, by establishing markets 
in divers places, which a fixed number of Caffres will be allowed to 
attend. ; 

During our stay at Somerset, two Caffres arrived with a letter 
from the missionaries at Chumie, giving notice, that the appointed 
number would come to Somerset to the market; we heard afterwards 
that it had taken place, to mutual satisfaction. The Bushmen are 
as yet excluded. These poor creatures appear to be considered as 
the lowest dregs of mankind, and certainly are now and then guilty 
of theft and murder. They seein to have but little value for human 
life, yet there are several of them in the service of the farmers, who 
approve themselves diligent and active. 

The Laddrost had two boys of this tribe in his service, whom he 
treats with great humanity, nor does he repent of employing them. 

24th. Sunday.—We attended service in the reformed church, a 
small building annexed to the prison. The minister, in his prayer, 
commended us and our work to the protection and favour of the 
Lord, and that He would prosper the labour of the Brethren among 
the heathen. We set out this evening, finding it impossible to meet 
the Landdrost at the appointed place, if we postponed our journey till 
the following morning. We had sent a team of bullocks to Somerset, 
to be in readiness for us there, and returned those we had brought 
from Enon; but the Landdrost furnished us with another team, being 
of opinion, that we should spare our own, which we might want in 
future. They were therefore driven before us. We left Somerset 
at 3 P.M. inaS. E. direction, to get round the Boschberg, visited 
Prinzlo’s farm, which, in 1816, was offered to Brother La Trobe for 
a missionary settlement, and rested on the eastern declivity of the 
Boschberg, not far from the great Fish river. 

25th. Our road lay between the southern declivity of the Bosch- 
berg, and the river, passed Slagter’s neck, where, some time ago, a 
butcher was killed by the Bushmen, and halted near the junction of 
the Bavian’s river and the Fish river, where our oxen found much 
dry grass. We had before us the pointed hill, on which, in 1815, 
the rebels, calling themselves patriots, were taken prisoners, five of 
whom were .executed near this spot. Our guide, who had been a 
serjeant in the Cape corps, employed against these deluded men, 
gave us much information relating to these troubles. 

Here we forded the great Fish river, and proceeded for four hours 
on its northern bank. 

26th. The cold was intense, and the thermometer 30° Fahrenheit. 
We had now to pass a very rocky, uneven road for eight hours, along 
the Bavian’s river, and were glad that our own oxen were spared 
this fatigue. As we passed near the farm of Mr. W. Pringle, a 
Scotch settler, to whom I had a letter from the clergyman at Uiten- 
hage, Brother Fritsch and I paid him an agreeable visit. We found 
with him the young person who had travelled under Brother Lem- 
mertz’s protection from London to Capetown, which she yet remem- 
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bered with thankfulness. In the evening we arrived at the dwelling 
of another Scotch settler, Mr. Rennie, to whom we were recom- 
mended by the Landdrost. He is well acquainted with the Tam- 
bookkie country, and personally with Chief Bowana. In the course 
of conversation, he gave us an interesting account of the situation of 
the European inhabitants on the frontier. The following is the sub- 
stance of his report. The Tambookkies and Caffres are properly 
one nation; they have the same language, and are nearly equal in 
numbers; the land between the Winterberg and the coast, and be- 
tween the Kieskamma and Bashie, was taken by the Caffres from the 
Hottentots, as the names of the rivers prove. The Caffres seem to 
have adopted much of the click of the Hottentots, in speaking, 
whereas the Tambookkies have less of it. Both these tribes have 
chiefs, more or less powerful; they seem to have no political consti- 
tution, but live in a patriarchal style. Hinza is the most powerful 
chief among the Caffres, and Vosannie among the Tambookkies. 
Besides the latter, old Tzatzoo, Tzopo, and Bowana, were mentioned 
to me as chiefs. Bowana is the son of Tzatzoo, and one of the least 
powerful, having only, according to the Landdrost’s report, about 
1000 families who acknowledge him for their head. Vosannie, who 
lives at the greatest distance from the colony, has been visited by 
Europeans, but seems full of suspicion, and would never allow them 
to travel through his country. 

Bowana and his Tambookkies lived formerly more to the N. East, 
beyond the Wittekoy, but were driven out of their country by the 
Mantatees and Tetchannas, an unknown tribe, or horde of robbers, 
who fell upon and defeated them, and took the greater part of their 
cattle, by which they were forced to leave their country, and settle 
nearer to the colony. Their country was then seized by a Caffre 
chief, called Bukkoo, and they have neither power nor inclination to 
attempt the recovery of their lands; but having fixed themselves be- 
tween the Winterberg and Sturmberg, and the Wittekoy, it displeas- 
ed the colonists, who used that uninhabited country as pasturage or 
hunting grounds, and therefore wished to drive the Tambookkies 
away. ‘The Landdrost, however, prevented it, and rather encourag- 
ed a friendly treatment of the strangers, by which peace has been 
maintained. The chief, Bowana, either of his own accord, or by in- 
timations from the colonists, requested the Landdrost to send farm- 
ers into his country, to protect his people against the Tetchannas. 
Mr. Rennie therefore requested leave to settle near Bowana, but had 
not obtained it. The Landdrost advised the chief to endeavor to 
obtain a mission, that his people might be taught both the Christian 
doctrines and useful arts, to which the chief most gladly consented, 
and fixed on a spot for the establishment of a missionary settlement. 
Mr. Rennie, and all those with whom we have conversed, see no dif- 
ficulty in the execution of this plan, and praise the kindness and do- 
cility of the Tambookkie nation. They have never entered the colo- 
py as robbers, but rather assisted in the restoration of plundered 
property. In consideration of this service, the district of Somerset 
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presented Bowana with thirty head of horned cattle, and one hundred 
sheep and goats, and the Tambookkies are permitted to enter the 
colony without restraint. They are every where well received and 
kindly treated; the farmers visit them upon their hunting expedi- 
tions, and the Tambookkies thereby become acquainted with the 
Dutch language. 

After passing the great Fish river, we had been continually 
ascending, and had now to pass a high hill, called Groenberg, cover- 
ed with grass, before we could reach the boundary between the co- 
lony and the Tambookkie country. In this region, as well as in the 
Sneeuwberg, a great quantity of snow falls in the winter, by which 
the farmers generally sustain much loss of sheep, each of them hav- 
ing many thousands in their flocks. 

27th. On rising in the morning, we were most unexpectedly greet- 
ed by the appearance of a German winter, the whole country being 
covered with snow, with drifts several feet in depth. Pleasant as 
this appeared to us Europeans, our African companions, some of 
whom had never seen snow before, were much distressed; and in- 
deed a fall of snow is a serious evil, in a country altogether depend- 
ent upon grazing. Mr. Rennie himself was doubtful, as to the pro- 
priety of our passing the Groeneberg, on account of the depth of the 
snow, and the steep and -slippery sides of the mountain. But we 
were so anxious to meet the Landdrost, that we ventured to proceed 
with the fresh team from Enon, leaving those furnished by Mr. 
Mackay behind. In an hour and a half, we arrived at the farm of 
Mr. Pringle, senior, who left Scotland with many of his family and 
relatives, when he was already 76 years old, and is now called the 
Patriarch of the Bavian’s river. These good people wished us to 
make a longer stay at their cottage, but our time would not admit of 
it. On leaving this place, all tracks of wagons cease, and we should 
not have been able to find our way along the sheep-walks, had not 
the Landdrost given us a sure guide. We now passed through a 
rocky kloof, and began to ascend the Groeneberg. We had not tra- 
velled far, before our oxen came to a dead stand, their feet being 
entangled among the snow and rocks. As we found all our efforts 
vain, we sent the guide back for an additional team, It was late 
before they arrived, and not being accustomed to the work, they 
drew unequally, and could not move the wagon; many of the traces 
broke, and it grew dark before we could proceed. Our guide like- 
wise lost the path, and finding it impossible to get on without immi- 
nent danger of upsetting, we were obliged to unyoke the oxen, and 
to remain where we were. Our guide and his brother left us, pro- 
mising to return early in the morning. Having shovelled away the 
snow, we lighted a fire, set up our Hottentot mats to windward, and 
though it snow@@ during the night, spent it more comfortably than’ 
we expected. 

28th. Early, the two brothers returned with oxen, but they were 
wild, and it was difficult to get them into the yoke. We had not 
proceeded fifty paces, before their unequal movements between the 
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rocks, overset the wagon, and we expected, that both it, and all its 
contents, would have been broken to pieces. To our surprise, no 
greater harm was suffered, than the breaking of our tent-pole. The 
wagon had remained whole,,and not even a bottle or a cup was broken, 
but the small wine-barrel began to roll down the rocks and was with 
difficulty overtaken and secured. In the course of an hour all was 
in order for starting; we ascended the first acclivity of the moun- 
tain, and had nearly reached the summit of the second, when the ox- 
en again refused to proceed, finding no footing upon the slippery 
stones; we were therefore obliged to unyoke them. Brother Fritsch, 
with one of the guides, set out for Mr. A. Krugel’s farm, four hours 
distant, to bespeak an additional team. Meanwhile we examined 
the immediate neighbourhood, and found a less slippery path. Upon 
this we proceeded to the ‘summit, where we met with two herds of 
hartebeests, the first that I had ever seen running wild. They are 
as large as European stags. Here we sent back Jubert’s team of 
oxen, paying, for their hire, three dollars in money, and a Gnaden- 
thal knife, Our Enon oxen were now in full employ, and we were 
glad to leave the snowy region, in which we had spent four and 
twenty hours. Descending swiftly over a thick grassy path, we hop- 
ed to reach A. Krugel’s farm, but missing the nearest and: best road, 
we had to ford the river Tarka, in two places, in the last of which 
we stuck fast. The hind-wheels of the wagon were in the water, 
and the front upon a steep bank. It was difficult to descend from it, 
and yet more difficult to remain in it; for, as the African wagons are 
open behind, we were in imminent danger of slipping out. Our guide 
was now sent after Brother Fritsch, to report our situation. He re- 
turned immediately, and spent the night with us in this uncomforta- 
ble situation. The position of the wagon prevented our getting at 
our bedding, and the night turning out very cold, we were obliged to 
keep ourselves warm as well as we could, with mantles and other 
clothing. The moon shone bright. 

29th. Fahrenheit’s thermometer stood at 25°, With difficulty 
we lighted a fire, our shoes and other clothing were frozen, and the 
Hottentots were surprised to find that they got soft again by the 
operation of heat. Our people had suffered much from the cold. 
After sun-rise, Mr. Kruger appeared, according to promise, with 
ten oxen, which exceeded in size and strength any we had yet seen. 
These large beasts brought the wagon out of the river, and drew it 
up the steep and rugged road, to their owner’s farm, with little diffi- 
culty. 

Here the Landdrost and Mr. Rennie met us, having heard of our 
approach. The Landdrost ordered Mr. Krugel’s oxen to convey us 
to the river Zwartzkoy, the boundary of the colony, and resolved, 
that I and Mr. Rennie should go on horseback, by’a shorter road, 
to Bowana’s residence, that he might be ready to introduce us to the 
chief. 

As we were preparing to proceed, four Tambookkies arrived from 
a visit to the colony. They greeted us in Dutch with a Gooden Dag, 
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and sat down with confidence near the wagon. The first thing I saw 
in the hands of one of them, was a Gnadenthal knife; another pro- 
posed to entertain us with music, and began to play upon his gurrha, 
an instrument with one string, upon which he blew, and produced 
four notes without any changes; a third entertained us with the man- 
ner in which he smoked tobacco, for which he had brought a whole 
apparatus. This consisted of a pipe-head, formed of a hardened 
mixture of clay and cow-dung, with several reeds, and two bullocks 
horns stuck in it. The two horns were filled with water, and the 
pipe-head filled with tobacco; by a singular contrivance he forced the 
smoke through the water and swallowed it. 

These Tambookkies, like all men of this nation, as well as the 
Caffres, had little covering, except the kaross hanging over their 
shoulders, and a small apron, decorated with brass rings and beads, 
round their waists. Both sexes wear beads in their ears and round 
their necks, with brass rings on their arms. The men likewise wear 
a girdle with small brass rings. The men are not tattooed, but all 
the women are tattooed between the breasts and shoulders. The feet 
and head of the males are not generally covered, but we saw some 
who wore skin shoes, and kerchiefs on their heads. They under- 
stand how to curl their hair with a degree of elegance, such as would 
be difficult for the most expert friseur to imitate. With a species 
of pomatum made of fat and red clay, they contrive to dress their 
short hair in diminutive curls, about the size of a bean, so as to cover 
their whole head. This fashion appeared by no means unpleasing 
tous, particularly when the whole body is reddened, and seems to be 
altogether necessary to form a true Tambookkie fetit maitre. 

The women dress decently, but the little girls have no clothing, 
except a small apron, decorated with beads. The boys go quite 
naked, 

The female head-dress is a piece of skin, thickly set with beads, 
but some wear kerchiefs procured from.the colony. The most re- 
markable part of their dress is a kind of cape, reaching from the up- 
per part of the kaross to their feet, and ornamented with five rows 
of yellow buttons, closely joined together, by which they are rendered 
very heavy. I counted on one of these capes 246 buttons. 

Among the Tambookkies‘and Caffres, these buttons pass for mo- 
ney; the colour of the beads is regulated by the prevailing fashion; 
which isas much attended to here as at Paris; so that many traders 
at Grahamstown have suffered considerable loss by not having them 
of the fashionable colotr.”. As the women are exceedingly fond of 
both beads ‘and buttons, they put their husbands to great expense. 
‘The dress *of a. -woman in many instances costs twelve or twenty 
oxen, / 

In the afternoon I tode with the Landdrost and Mr. Rennie the 
straight'toad to Zwartskoy, the wagon taking a circuit round two 
remarkable table hills. On the road we met with two inhabitants 
of the frontier, Messieurs Zach. du Beer, and Chr. Moller, who were 





well acqudinted with the Tambookkie country, and’with Bowana him- 
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self. The Landdrost prevailed upon them to return, and to accom- 
pany us on our journey. We halted at the farm of the former, 
behind which, on a steep hill, called Groeneck, a most magnificent 
view opens of the Bambus and Sturmbergen, in which the Orange ri- 
ver takes its rise, and of the two rivers Klaasschmidt and Zwartskoy. 
At the farm of Mr. du Beer we found an old Tambookkie, named 
Giuli, his right arm was ornamented with thirteen brass rings, and 
he conducted himself with the same friendliness and cordiality as the 
four above mentioned persons, and rejoiced that teachers would come 
into this country. 

In the evening we rode to Mr. Moller’s farm on the Grentzfluss, 
or boundary river. It is a new settlement without a house, the 
dwelling consisting only of a large hut, built of reeds in form of a 
roof, which is the common habitation of this country. Mr. Rennie, 
Du Beer, and Moller, are all noted hunters of elephants and lions, 
and entertained us with stories of their hunting parties, which consist 
of great companies in four or six wagons. They sometimes spend 
many months from home. In the above mentioned hut we passed a 
quiet night, and both we and our horses were treated with great hos- 
pitality. 

Our host also gave me a sack of barley, from his small store, to 
take into the Tambookkie country, for which he would receive no 
pay. 

$0th. Early in the morning, we sent for our interpreter, Daniel 
Caffre, from the wagon, and hired two boys to carry our guns, tak- 
ing the road to Bowana’s residence. 

It lay between high stony hills, which seemed to be the advanced 
range of the Winterberg. Passing by many kraals and herds of the 
Tambookkies, the people came forth with their usual friendliness to 
welcome us. Nor did they forget to beg, but were easily put off. Our 
interpreter told them, that I came as a teacher, upon which they set 
up a great shout, which he told us wasa sign of joy. A Tambookkie, 
like a Caffre kraal, contains one family, a father with his wives, 
children, and servants. They live by the breeding of cattle. The 
cattle kraal is a round place, surrounded with thorn bushes. About 
it-are placed the people’s huts in the,shape of bee-hives. The en- 
trance to such a hut is about three feet*high, and the hut itself so 
low that we could not stand uprightvin it. 

At Bowana’s place, I observed, that each of his seven wives had 
her separate hut, which she builds herself. "There was another, kind 
of dwelling in which some of the men.lived,; being either servants or 
guests. Having no particular occupation,’ they employ much time in 
visiting each other. “After driving their cattle into the field, they 
spend most of their leisure hours inthe cattle kraal, which serves, at 
the same time, as. council-chamber, dining-room, store-house, 
slaughter-house, play“house, and burial-place. _ In this kraal, seated 
upon the dung-hill, the counsellors and their chief sit in deli 
tion; they then dine in the kfaal, the adults dance, mat ‘the child 
play. s 


, 


= ee eee ee eee 


2sod¢ee 


5. 








eee SE eS: 


st 


riel 
ak- 


ced 

the 

s to 

Our 
r set 
skie, 
ives, 
The 
bout 
e en- 
lf so 


; had 
kind 
nts oF 
me in 
, they 
res, at 
house, 
seated 
jibera- 
ildren 








TO THE TAMBOOKKIE NATION. 106 


Under the kraal, the Caffre corn is deposited in pits. Within it 

the cattle are killed, and the heads of families are buried, while the 
common people are thrown out into the waste, and become the prey 
of wild beasts, 

After a ride of three hours, following a herd of quaggas or wild 
asses, we arrived at Bowana’s place. Having shaken hands with 
him, we sat down upon the ground, as is usual with them, and began 
a conversation by the interpreter, concerning all manner of indiffereng 
subjects. As he and his people were acquainted with our compar 
nions, no ceremonial was observed. The pipes were filled, and the 
tobacco, which we had brought with us for that purpose, was distrie 
buted among them. Meanwhile the conversation grew so brisk, 
that our poor interpreter was quite at a loss how to satisfy all the 
speakers. 

After some time, the women made their appearance, brought 
milk, and begged a pinch, or rather some spoonfuls of snuff, for they 
are not satisfied with a pinch, but with a little wooden spoon fill their 
nostrils with it till their eyes water, ‘The little children, among 
whom was a daughter of the celebrated ’TGeika, were in no wise 
fearful, but played with us in all confidence. 

After some time, the Landdrost reminded Bowana of the conversa+¢ 
tion they had had in Somerset, respecting a Christian settlement in 
his country. Bowana replied that he remembered it well, and with 
his hand pointed to a place which he had destined for it. The 
Landdrost then told him that I was the person who was commissioned 
to look at it, and that he hoped I should be well received. He gave 
his full assent, and added, that when the wagon arrived, he would 
accompany me to the spot. The Landdrost then promised that 
when the settlement was formed, he would build a house for Bowana 
in its neighbourhood, adding, that if he would visit him in Somerset, 
he would present him with a horse, that he need not return on foot. 

The Landdrost having finished his commission, prepared to return 
home. We had now to wait some hours for our wagon, but, as 
did not arrive, we at length went in search of it. In was in vaig 
that, from every eminence, we looked for our party, the wagon hav- 
ing by mistake remained at Andrew Krugel’s. We had taken @ 
different road from that by which we came. It led us by well-trod 
paths, through grassy plains; wherever there were hills, they were 
sprinkled with patches of thorn bushes, near to which we saw the 
kraals of the Tambookkies, and large herds of cattle. The inhabit- 
ants came from all the dwellings to welcome us. 

I took leave of the Landdrost at the boundary river, and returned 
to the wagon with our interpreter, when we were glad to find some- 
thing to eat, having tasted nothing all day, but a little sour milk, 
which the Tambookkies had presented us with, in a species of basket, 
which is never washed. On this ramble we had travelled about 

thirty English miles in the Tambookkie country, and thus became 
acquainted with part of it, my hunting companions naming every 


river and kraal. ‘he whole country inhabited by Bowana’s tribe, 
Vou. 111. 14 
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appeared covered with grass, even on the sides of the hills, although 
it was the winter season, when fresh grass does not grow. Dry grass 
was plentiful about all the kraals. They know nothing of diseases 
among their cattle. Springs rise in many places, and the land des- 
tined by Bowana for a settlement is plentifully supplied with water 
by the rivers Oskraal and Klipplaat. The latter is the largest river 
I have seen in this part of the world. But wood is wanting. Along 
the banks of the river, willows grow, which furnish the inhabitants 
with fuel and wattling for their huts. Forest trees are not found 
hearer than the Zuurberg, the source of the Orange river, a day’s 
journey from Bowana’s dwelling. 

The cold was moderate, and never fell to the freezing point, nor 
did the heat rise to above 70° of Fahrenheit. This temperature of 
the air is owing to the elevation of the country, in which some of the 
largest rivers of South Africa take their rise, such as the Orange 
river, Wittkoy, Great Fish river, &c. The Winterberg is said to 
be the highest point in this part of Africa: the winds are violent, 
both on the boundary of the colony, and in Caffraria, and make the 
rearing of trees difficult. This is partly the reason why the round 
huts of the Tambookkies are placed under the shelter of mimosa 
bushes, and are even fastened to them. In winter there is not much 
fain, sometimes a little snow, but in spring and summer, the ground 
is moistened by frequent thunder showers. 

Before the Tambookkies peopled this country, it was full of game, 
spring-bucks, quaggas, hartebeests, gnoos, ellands and others; conse- 
quently lions and other beasts of prey found much to feed upon. 

But all these creatures avoid the habitations of men, though in the 
dry plains between the land just described and Caffraria, numerous 
herds of wild animals are yet found, and the lions likewise do much 
mischief, 

July 1st. We set out very early, on our return to Bowana’s resi- 
dence with the wagon. The text of the day was remarkably suitable: 
I will gather others to Him, beside those that are gathered unto Him.— 
Is. 56. 8. 

Though I had reached that place with the Landdrost, on horse- 
back, in about two hours, we were seven hours going with the wagon, 
and detained at every kraal by the inhabitants, who came out and 
walked with us, declaring that they felt extremely happy in out 
company. We felt the same, as we walked with these poor naked 
heathen; hand in hand, beside the wagon, and we prayed to the Lord 
that He would open the hearts of these friendly people to receive 
His Gospel. 

That their declaration was sincere, we were assured by Bowana, 
who said that he could not account for the love of his people towards 
us, and was afraid that both they and his own children would leave 
him, and go to us. 

At two o’clock we reached his kraal, but first waited at a respect- 
ful distance. Brother Fritsch and I then went with our interpretet | 
to his huts, but were surprised to find only the women at homes 
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They directed us to the beast kraal. Here all the men were seated 
ina semi circle, fifteen or sixteen in number, upon the dunghill-as 
above described. Bowana occupied the middlemost seat, next to him 
sat his brother Toloppo. His adult son Mapas, his council and the 
rest of the party, sat on each side. Each had a parcel of assagays 
lying by him. Though we were unacquainted with the ceremonies 
of a-formal visit, none being required at our former meeting, yet 
we were soon made aware, that this was meant to be a state audi- 
ence, We therefore approached these great personages with every 
mark of respect, shook hands with Bowana, explained why the wa- 
gon had come so late, reminded him of the aim of our journey, and 
asked his leave to unyoke our oxen. He assented to every thing 
with official gravity, and as we had been told, that at first they never 
enter upon official concerns, we soon expressed our wish to return to 
the wagon and arrange our affairs, and then we should have more 
time to converse with him. As we withdrew, some of the men 
laughed aloud, whether for joy, or because either we, or ,our inter- 
preter, had committed some blunder contrary to the etiquette to be 
observed at such an audience, we could not tell. In the appearance 
of a Tambookkie chief, both in his person and dress, there is no dis- 
tinguishing mark, except that his kaross, and those of his counsellors, 
are made of tiger, or tiger-cat skins. Bowana’s kaross was the worst 
and most ragged of all in the company. 

This is said to be also the case with "T'Geika, I have, however, 
heard from travellers, that both *[T'Geika and* Machomo. possegs su- 
perior talents and cunning in their address, ofayhich Wwe perceived no 
symptoms in Bowana. 

He appeared to us, a good-natured child-like man, not-:much vetsed . 
in diplomatic affairs.. In the midst of.a serious conversation he ap* » 
péared absent, and his whole mind seemed, fixed on an old broken! 
Metal watch-key, hanging upon Brother Fritsch’s watch. As far as 
Wwe could tell, he seemed to treat his people upon terms Of equal: 
required no service from them; lived with them upon a cérdial f vig 
ing; nor is there the least appearance of superiority on the part of 
the chiefy or of subordination in the people: yet he possesses ‘the’ = 
right, by advice of his privy-council, to punish transgressors; the 
punishment consisting in giving One or more oxen as a finepthe chfef 
keeping the greater part of the forfeit. In some tases, ‘however, ¢ : 
pécially among the Caffres, thetulprit is punished. with death, when 
the captain or chief himself runs him thréugtwithian assagay. ” oe 
dignity of captain or'chief s€ems to be more profitable thaw showy 
but great tress is laid upon purity of descent, affa. though a chief 
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We had hardly returned to the wagon before begging was com- 
merced in a grand style: Bowana and his friends were foremost, and 
would not suffer the common people to take precedence. We found 
it our interest, therefore, first to satisfy these hoogmogenden, who 
then kept off the rest; but the store of brass wire and buttons which 
we had taken with us, was not according to their taste, the first was 
too thin, and the last were not of the colour now in fashion. "We did 
not bring out any beads, as we rather wished to give them useful ar- 
ticles; at length; by distributing snuff and tobacco, handkerchiefs, 
tinder-boxes, and Gnadenthal knives, with a few small axes, we put 
an end to the continual cry of dascla, (give a present.) 

The axes and knives were most valued, and I took that opportunity 
of bartering some for their clothing and implements. Among those 
who received presents, was a man from the kraal of the most power- 
fal Tambookkie chief, Vosanie, to whom he would show what he liad 
received, and make known our errand. Thus, probably, the report 
of it will spread through the whole of the Tambookkie country, down 
to the sea coast. After the distribution of presents, the whole com- 
pany seated themselves round our fire, filled and smoked their pipes, 
and conversed with great cheerfulness. We presented Bowana with 
a cup of coffee, which he seemed to relish much; and let all his chil- 
dren-and people taste it, himself presenting it to their lips, lest any, 
one should swallow the whole. During the begging scené at the wa- 
gon, some people were employed at the kraal, where we had had our 
audience, in killing a bullock, and they afterwards presented us with 
@ portion of the meat. \ During the conversation at the fire, Bowana 
again assured us, that he, rejoiced at our arrival, and hoped that we 
would remain with him, and not make friends with other chiefs and 
forget him. He also.promised to accompany us to the place destined 
forthe settlement. Asa proof of peculiar respect, I presented him 
with a gilt brass gorget, which, (with other old clothés received from 


_ England some time ago,) belonged to the uniform of «an officer; and: 


to his son, Mapas, I gave another brass plate, with the arms of E 
Jand engraved upon it. This pleased them much; and Bowana im 
quired whether he might wear it when he visited the colony. Thid 
‘evening he gave me another proof of his confidence, in requesting me 
to give médicine to one of his children, who happened ‘to be ai 
is surprised me the more, as I heard from travellers, iat 
ambookkies are much afraid of being bewitched by strangers, 


Proc. recourse to Variots kinds of in cantations as a preventative; I 


erefore visited the child, and Soaing that F had*médicines that 
d its case, I mie up a — which as taken fy the 
~ inamy presence, in the m Bowana himself now mplai 
ened to have the Ge coat 


« a 












, histered to oo 
After theditibb 










Sze oom poe 












’ 2 
ee ae Cle Cr. 


nr 


Os 


TO THE TAMBOOKKIE COUNTRY. * 109 


present, they were welcome. He, with many others, attended the 
solemnity. Brother Fritsch spoke upon the text for the day, con- 
cluding with fervent prayer, particularly in behalf of the inhabitants 
of this country, in whose presence, for the first time, the name of the 
true and living God was called upon. In the beginning of the ser- 
vice, some of the Tambookkies began talking to one another, not 
knowing how to behave, but soon kept silence by Bowana’s command. 
Some even attempted to join in the singing of the hymns Tn the 
evening, all of them left us, and we went to rest, thankful for the op 

portunity we had had to preach the gospel in this heathen country. 
We were, however, soon disturbed by a tremendous shout, or kind of 
song, accompanying a dance, which lasted till midnight, and robbed 
us of sleep. Without doubt, the male and female singers, and espe- 
cially the precentor, whose coarse bellowing was heard above all the 
other voices, thought they had given a fine specimen of their art; but 
to our ears nothing ever sounded more horrid; and had we not had 
such proofs of the kind disposition of this people, we might have 
supposed they were a horde of cannibals, dancing and howling over 
their bloody sacrifice, their songs appearing best fitted to such feasts: 
In the morning, we asked Bowana what all this noise could mean? He 
said, it was always done when they killed an ox. In none of their 
peculiar customs is there any trace of a religious feeling; their usual 
answer, when questioned concerning them, is, that their fathers have 
done so before them; yet we have been informed, that they some- 
times leave their huts, and pray with their faces turned towards the 
East. 

July 2d. Many Tambookkies came begging to the wagon. Having 

paid a farewell visit to the huts and to the sick child, Bowana drove 
" his cattle out of the kraal, separating the calves from the herd, (for 
»this is always done by the chief himself.) ‘We now prepared to seg 
out towards the place appointed for the settlement. Bowana, indeed, 
Wished to detain us a day longer at his place, but was easily persuad- 
ed'to accompany us, on our representing, that we wished to finish 
our business, while our horses and bullocks wefe still strong. 

We set out at half past nine, and Bowana, and four or five Tam- 
bookkies, accompanied us. He was chiefly on foot, and only some- 
times rested in the wagon. 

From Bowana’s kraal, a row of hills stretches three or four leagues 
to the N.E.; to the S/E. they descend into a beautiful grassy plain, 

* botinded, towards Caffraria, by hills connected with the Winterberg, 
and waterediby the,Oskraal yiver, flowing from S. to BE. ~ ; 
». At theWN.E. declivity of the above-mentioned hills, the Oskraal 
_ | falls into the Klipplaatiriver, which rises in the hills of Caffraria, and 
passing from S.E. to N.W., joins the Wittkoy an hour’s ride farther 
to the N.W. The country} at the’ junctién of these rivers, wis de- 
scribed toyus by the farmers, who hunt all vee ee ve given. 
’ these Dutch names to the fivers, as peculiar! - or a settle- 
+ Ment, Particularly the batiks of thé Klipplaat, t wh Bowana led 
us. * wt : P , 
> - . 
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After a ride of four hours and a half, we arrived on the banks of 
the Oskraal. Towards the N.W. we found a grassy plain, with a 
fertile soil, and covered in many places with mimosa bushes; between 
the latter and the river, lies an extensive pasture. Bowana thought 
we might build near a small spring, which he showed us, but we 
were of a different opinion. Large herds of hartebeests made their 
appearance, of which Moses Boosman shot one, about the sige of a 
cow, which served us for fresh meat. When the Tambookkies saw 
that so large a creature, which they can kill only by driving them 
among the rocks or into the zoekoe-gats, or tanks, fell dead with one 
ball, they were astonished, and exclaimed, ‘‘ Moses is a strong man!”’ 
Indeed, this artificial strength of the white people, and their own 
weakness, makes them take refuge from the "Tetchannas in the co- 
lony, and no doubt influences their desire to have a Christian settle- 
ment in their country. Thus, as thirty years ago, the oppressed 
state of the Hottentots led them to desire to have a mission esta- 
blished among them, so the outward distress of the Tambookkies 
may become the means, by God’s providence, of introducing the gos- 
pel amongst them. The same is the case with the Caffres, and every 
chief wishes to have a settlement in his country. 

The Tambookkies are less warlike than the Caffres, and, accord- 
ing to the opinion of the Missionaries now in Caffraria, seem better 
prepared to receive the gospel. They consider Bowana’s situation 
as the most eligible, and intended to have made an attempt to esta- 
blish a mission here, but declined it as soon as government applied 
to us. 

Having in the afternoon encamped on the banks’ of the Oskraal, 
Brother Fritsch and I reconnoitred the country up the river, and re- 


turned at sun-set. Our people were meanwhile cutting up and salting ” 


the fiesh of the hartebeest. Willows grow every where by the water 
aitie; the shores of the river are high, and the water has very little 
fall, being rather a continuation of tanks, in which the stream is 
hardly perceptible.” The water is clear, and sufficient for the irriga- 
tion of the grounds, and eyen for the supply of a mill. 

Bowana assured ws, that he had never seen the stream so low, 
which both our interpreter and others confirmed. One of them, ) 
however, said he had seen it quite stagnant. y 

We found, even to-day, a place where a missionary settlement.) 
might be built. In the evefiing, wé’sang a hymn, and considéred the 
text of the day—‘* This is the daiy/ which the Lord hath made, we will » 
rejoice and*be glad in it; Ps. xviii. 24, The, company consisted , 
of Caffres, Tambookkies, and Hottentots; and Bowana seemed seri-| 
ously impressed by the service. Hitherto we had supposed that we ) 


were encamping,on the Klipplaat fiver, and did not know that wes » 


had been on the Oskraal, till we returned to the wagon. We theres . 
-fore examined the plain of the Klipplaat river, on the 3d. July, where 
we found herds of spring-bucks, hartebecsts,” quaggas, and some’; 
gnoos. WS eaieh fo the Place. whiére the river leaves ' 
mountains, and where it 'is'as large as any river. we had seen in the 
& “ , F 
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The water is perfectly sweet, and we were informed that 
this river, even after a long drought, is never dry. We followed its 
banks to its junction with the Oskraal; here its bed lies so low, that 
it would be difficult to make water-courses for irrigation, and there- 
fore the land on the Oskraal appeared more suited to our purpose. 
Bowana likewise observed repeatedly, that on the Klipplaat we should 
be too far from him. 

We therefore examined the Oskraal, from its junction with that 
river, to our encampment, and proceeded with the wagon higher up 
its banks, where we had the pleasure to find several places fit for 
irrigation, but thought it premature to fix on any spot for a settle-+ 
ment; we would rather leave it to the decision of those who may un- 
dertake the mission; considering also, that they may be here at ano- 
ther season of the year, and become better acquainted with local 
circumstances. Whenever we asked Bowana whether it had his 


full approbation that we should form a settlement on the Oskraal, he 
always confirmed it. 








colony. 


As to fixing boundaries and other similar arrangements, we found 
that neither the Tambookkies nor the Caffres know of any such re- 
gulations. They seek to live in peace with their neighbours, and to 
settle all differences about possession in an amicable manner. In 
returning down the Oskraal to Bowana’s place, we met a little swarm 
of locusts, and heard that these insects had done great mischief in 
this country, during the last year. About three o’clock we reached 
our old encampment near Bowana’s residence, and had many visitors, 
but were not much troubled with begging. The confidence of the 
people towards us increased more and more; we taught each other 
to pronounce our names, and Bowana’s wives were particularly pleas- 
ed to see their names written down. They always set up loud 
laughter when I called them by name. The men were diverted by 
measuring themselves with Brother Fritsch, who is tall, and were 
pleased to find that Bowana and two of the company were equal to 
him in height. 

In general, we noticed that the men, both among the Caffres and 
Tambookkies, are tall and well formed, but the women are altoge- 
ther of low stature. Whether this proceeds from their being obliged 
to do all the heavy work, and to remain in their close unhealthy cot- 
tages, while the men take no share in the labour, but spend most of 
their time in the open air, I will not determine. When it began to 
grow dark, Bowana, perceiving no arrangement for divine service, 
desired our interpreter to tell us, that he hoped we should hate our 
usual meeting, to which he wished to bring all his wives and people; 
this was unexpected by us, and excited us to thank the Lord, that 
He had given us so much acceptance with this man, that he not only 
did not oppose our worship, but of his own accord requested that we 
might call upon the name of God. We had a very quiet, and appa- 
rently devout auditory, though they did not understand our words. 
The singing of the hymn was peculiarly pleasant to them, and we 
prayed that the spirit of God might cause it to produce in them a 
desire after ‘the worship of the true God. 
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As tothe question whether a mission in the Tambookkie country 
may be attempted, it may be answered in the affirmative, both as to 
the willingness of the chief and his people, and the proposed situa- 
tion of the settlement. It remains to be considered what difficulties 
may arise from the language and peculiar customs and manners of 
the nation. With a view to this inquiry, it appeared to us, that a 
visit to one or two of the missionary settlements in the Caffre country 
might be useful. The Caffres and Tambookkies having the same 
language, and nearly the same customs. 

The shortest way from Bowana’s place to "TChumie, is across the 
mountains, and is a journey of one day on horseback; but this was 
not possible in the present state of our cattle, and in this season of 
the year, nor would Bowana have approved of it, as he feared that 
we might make acquaintance with other chiefs, and lose our attach- 
ment to him. We therefore resolved to return to the colony, and 
from thence to make an excursion into the Caffre country. 

July 4th. We took leave of Bowana, giving him hopes that some 
of our brethren might return tohim. Our road tothe Zwartzkoy 
was the same that we had before travelled. Passing by the kraals, 
the people again came out to welcome us, and walked part of the 
way withus. Inthe evening we passed the boundary, aad encamp- 
ed near the first of the remarkable Table mountains above described, 
and which form the peculiar feature of this country. In our evening 
service we prayed the Lord to fulfil the promise contained in the text 
of the day, ‘* The glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the 
east, and the earth shined with his glory.” Ezek. xliii. 2. 

July 5th. We drove round the foot of the Table mountains, and, 
after a journey of seven hours and a half, encamped near the place 
of Andrew Krugel. While we were sitting round our fire, one of 
our company related, that, not far from the road, there was a cavern, 
in which many drawings were made upon the rocks; they seem to 
be similar to those described by Barrow, as made by Bushmen, but 
are probably the work of hunting farmers. 

July 6th. Early, the cold was so intense, that it was long before 
the sun could disperse the hoar frost, and on the mountains near us 
the late snow had not melted. We however passed the grassy 
Groenberg without meeting with any of the difficulties we had exper 
rienced last week, and arrived safe in the romantic vale of the Ba- 
vian’s river. 

After a short visit to the elder Mr. Pringle, we spent the night at 
Mr. Rennie’s place. He was not at home, but his mother received 
us with great kindness, and his companion, Stephen Moller, a Scotch 
settler, kindly lent us a team of oxen, as we were afraid that our 
poor fatigued beasts could not draw us through the drifts. 

July 7th. We passed the Bavian’s river, with eight ‘oxen, but 
came to a place so steep, that we were obliged to put four more to 
the wagon, and first to clear the way of stones, before we could pass 
over it. After a journey of nine hours, we reached William Printalo’s 
place. . ‘ 
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July 8th. We left the road to Somerset, and passed over the Ka- 































y kaberg. Our intention was to visit the military post, situated on the 
to declivity of that hill, several of our Gnadenthal Hottentots being 
vil among the soldiers. We reached it after seven hours’ drive, and very 
ae soon had a company of Gnadenthal Hottentots assembled about the 
of wagon. The wind was, however, so high, that I was obliged to 
r& creep into the wagon to defend my eyes from the dust. Brother 
ry Fritsch did his utmost to bear it, and addressed the visiting soldiers, 
me sung a hymn, and prayed with them. They were very sorry, that 
they had neither divine worship, nor schools at this place, as at 
the Gnadenthal. The commanding officer of this post, whom I waited 
ate’ upon immediately after our arrival, informed me that he had just re- 
n of ceived an express, with the unpleasant news, that a detachment un- 
hat der his command had had a conflict with a horde of Mantatees, on 
ch- the great Orange river. They had stolen a herd of cattle belonging 
and to a colonist, and were followed by the soldiers. The savages fled, 
and placing the cattle in a glen, mounted a hill, and defended their 
ane prey by throwing assagays, which compelled the soldiers, contrary 
ukoy to their usual practice on these expeditions, to fire upon them. Three 
aals, Mantatees were killed, one taken prisoner, and the rest put to flight, 
the leaving the herd in possession of the soldiers. Two years ago, a 
ee considerable number of these people entered the colony, where they 
ibed, found work amongst the farmers. But though well treated, many of 
onias them do not like their situation, and ran away; these herd together 
e text and live by pillage. On the great Fish river, we met farmers in 
of the pursuit of runaways, but at the missionary station, "TChumie; where 
a many Mantatees live, there is no instance of their running away, and 

» Oe they distinguish themselves by their industry and diligence. 
pee On the 9th July, the Veld Cornet, Erasmus, having provided us 
one with horses and a trusty guide, besides permitting our wagon to re- 
aver main at his place, we returned to Kakapost. This place was given 
on * to the Landdrost, for the services he had rendered to the colony. It 
n, bu is a beatiful and romantic situation, under a hill, overgrown with 
ioe wood, With water sufficient for the purposes of irrigation; but the 
beto high winds which prevail here, are so troublesome, that the soldiers 
near w must return to fort Beaufort on the Kakaswer. I requested the com- 
grassy manding officer to permit all our own people to attend us at the wa- 
\ “— gon, to which he kindly assented. Here we had a good opportunity 
the Ba to speak with them, and to become acquainted with their situation. 
abt at In the evening we proceeded to the Veld Cornet, Erasmus, with the 
er wagon, who, in the course of conversation, gave us much interesting 
ecelv b information, both respecting the Caffres and the white inhabitants of 
» Se the frontier. He also described the manner of hunting lions, ele- 
that ov . phants, rhinoceroses, and hippopotamuses. Nothing can exeeed the 
but courage with which the farmers perform this dangerous service, 
acted Their horses being trained to it, they attack whole herds of ele- 
aad -— phants with intrepidity, always choosing even ground. Hunting lions 
a os is more dangerous than elephants. A fortnight ago, a neighbour of 


Mr. Erasmus had met with an accident; a lion springing upon him, 
VoL, 111. 15 
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his horse was dreadfully lacerated. Erasmus seemed to delight in 
this species of chase, and, like the rest of the farmers on the Zwartz- 
koy, to hunt lions with the greatest eagerness. Three, who had ac- 
companied us to Bowana’s place, hoped to treat me with a chase by 
the way, but unfortunately, or zather fortunately for me, no opportu- 
nity occurred. 

The rhinoceros is found upon the great Fish river, and of all the 
large wild beasts is the most dangerous to attack. 

A company of farmers were lately attacked by three of these ani- 
mals, and escaped merely through the fleetness of their horses. Our 
host had lately shot one, of which I bought part of the skin for some 
gunpowder, as likewise a skull, two of which ornamented the en- 
trance to his house. Gunpowder is the chief article sought for by 
the inhabitants of the frontier, and more valued than bread, of which 
they are often in want, but they are never without gunpowder, 

July 10th. According to promise, the Veld Cornet sent four horses 
on the preceding evening, and intended to be with us early in the 
morning, but, as he did not arrive, we set out, having a long day’s 
journey to make, and it being unsafe to travel by night, on accouft of 
the lions. We hada little boy, ten years old, for our guide into Caf- 
fraria. Our horses being strong and lively, we reached "TChumie 
in eight hours, being fifty-five English miles, and were cordially re- 
ceived by the missionary, Mr. Thompson. We had crossed the river 
Gonap, which is now the boundary stream, the land between that and 
the Kat river, of three leagues in breadth, being considered neutral 
ground, upon which neither Caffres nor white people are allowed to 
settle; yet some Caffre kraals are placed upon it, which the colonial 
government connives at. Our interpreter was sent after us by the 
Veld Cornet, and obliged to spend the night on the waste, sleepless, 
and exceedingly alarmed by the roaring of lions. One of our friends at 
Somerset, travelling this way, met four of these ferocious animals, 
feasting upon a dead quagga. He stood still, fixing his eyes upon 
them, when, after some time, they walked off at a slow e, and 
quitted their prey. About ten years ago, an English missionary, Mr- 
Williams, resided in this country, and laboured with some success 
among the Caffres. We saw his grave, and the ruins of his hous¢ 
near Fort Beaufort. ‘ 

Meeting a herd of cattle belonging to.”TChumie, ahd the herd 
men being mostly Gonaquas, and understanding some Dutch, we en- 
gaged a little boy as guide, to show us the way. His name was Mya 
Heer. They give their children the names of colonists or others, 
and even called one of them Lord Charles Somerset. 

‘ After resting half an hour at the Kat river, we passed over a rug- 
ged country, through long deep glens, and over steep hills, and arrived - 
at "TChumie in the evening. " 

There are six missionary settlements established in Caffraria. 
’TChumie and Lovedale, by the Glasgow Missionary Society; one on 
the Buffalo’s river, by the London Missionary Society; and Wesley- 
ville and Mount Coke, by the Methodists, from whence Mr. Shrews- 
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bury is gone to begin a mission in Hinza’s land. "TChumie is the 
oldest station. *TGeika having made it a condition of peace, in 
1819, that a missionary should reside with him, Mr Thompson was 
appointed missionary and government agent, for which he receives a 
salary. The settlement is well situated on a river, under a woody 
hill, and the soil seems fruitful, but cold. 

This is the largest settlement in Caffraria, and has three hundred 
inhabitants in about a hundred huts, of which thirty are square, and 
stand in a regular street. 

The missionaries, Messrs. Brownlees and Thompson, have two 
good houses with gardens. Mr. Thompson began, some years ago, 
by the assistance of his Caffres, to build an octagon chutch, but it 
could not be finished; yet, not only on Sundays, but every morning, 
the congregation assembles within its walls. In the evening, the 
people come together in two parties in a hut, when they are cate- 
chized upon the subjects proposed in the morning. The difficulty of 
learning the language seems a main hindrance ini this country; and in 
all the settlements, an interpreter must be employed. The mission- 
aries have hardly learnt enough for common conversation. In Love- 
dale, Mr. Bennie has established a small printing office, and printed 
a spelling-book, the Lord’s prayer, the ten commandments, and some 
prayers. He began a dictionary, but the grammar is so intricate, 
that he can hardly venture upon it. Yet his labours may be of some 
use. 

It appears to me, as if the missionaries laid too much stress upon 
imitating the click of the tongue, of which they count four varieties. 
Perhaps it might be omitted, as the English omit the & before an n. 
We remarked, that this click, which seems to have been adopted by 
the Caffres, was much more used by the inhabitants of "TChumie, 
(part of whom are Hottentots,) than by the Tambookkies; and the 
missionaries themselves reported, that the deeper they penetrated 
into theCaffre courtry, the less they found it in use. 

It idparticularly singular in singing, and creates an unpleasant 
hiatus. Excepting this click, the Caffre language is one of the soft- 
est and most pleasant I have ever heard, having a great proportion 
of vowels and liquids. Should we begin a mission among the Tam- 
bookkies, the labours of these good missionaries will assist us, as 
well as their willingness to forward our undertaking in every way; 
yet we must also employ interpreters, which the missionaries now in 
Caffraria find a great inconvenience. There are few of the natives 
who have sense and heart for such an office, but perhaps we might 
find one or other of our people at Enon, such as the Caffre Wilhel- 
mina, useful in that way. 

In the manners and customs of the natives there are likewise many 
obstacles to overcome, polygamy, circumcision, &c. ‘These customs 
seem, however, to have no conaection with religious principles. We 
supposed that the begging system would be very troublesome to the 
missionaries, but it is easily put down by demanding a trifle in ex- 
change for every gift. All labour by the natives is paid for. Theft 
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has nearly ceased, and every thief is punished. At present, the mis- 
sionaries live as safely among the Caffres as under a Christian go- 
vernment, and may supply themselves with every necessary of life 
by the colonial markets. 

Difficulties will of course attend first beginnings, but they are not 
insurmountable. 5 

Mr. Thompson has lived tive years in Caffraria, and considered a 
mission among the Tambookkies very practicable, they being more 
humble and peaceably disposed than the Caffres, who are richer and 
more cunning. The inhabitants of "T’Chumie live by their flocks 
and herds. These may altogether amount to three thousand head; 
besides which they plant Indian corn and pumpkins, and furnish the 
market in Fort Wiltshire with the produce of their grounds. 

July 11th. In the morning service, at which about sixty persons 
were present, Mr. Thompson explained part of the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, by an interpreter, after which a Caffre offered up a prayer. We 
then visited the school, which an assistant keeps; some of the scho- 
lars repeated the ten commandments and the Lord’s prayer. In the 
afternoon, we rode with Mr. Thompson to the settlement at Love- 
dale, twelve miles distant. The road led through pleasant vales, and 
over bushy hills, and we were received by Messrs. Ross and Bennie, 
in the most brotherly manner. 

Besides the mission-house, to which are attached a church and 
school, the village consists of circular huts. It was begun four years 
ago, and the gardens are well planted. In general, the missionaries, 
in ’TChumie and Lovedale, have exerted themselves with exemplary 
diligence, both in their spiritual and temporal duties, and when we 
consider what difficulties they had to encounter, it is surprising how 
much they have effected in so short a time. The vicinity of Lovedale 
is populous, and counts sixty-five Caffre kraals, within a circuit of 
eight English miles. 

Towards evening we returned to "TChumie, and met on the roada 
number of women with loads of bullocks’ hides upon their h@ads, for 
the market at Fort Wiltshire. The women are indeed only the 
slaves of their husbands, the men are herdsmen, hunters, and war- 
riors. When a man dies, his many widows find employment. The 
older ones are useful for work, and the younger, not only for work, 
but for sale. 

On the 12h, we took leave of Mr.. Thompson, who promised to 
render us every assistance, if we became his neighbours, on the other 
side of the mountains. Our horses were fresh, and we reached the 
wagon in the afternoon. 

Our oxen had become so wild by resting, that. we could hardly 
bring them into order. They were frightened at the Caffres and 
Tambookkies with us, their karosses being black, and their bodies 
painted red, and before they were out of sight none of them would 
take the yoke. 

As I had promised the Landdrost to call at Somerset, to report 
our progress, and give my opinion respecting the possibility of form- 
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ing a mission among the Tambookkies, we resolved that Brother 
Fritsch should proceed with the wagon the straight road to Enon, 
while I, with one of the men, took the road to Somerset. 

The 134. Accordingly I left the wagon, forded the great Fish 
river, and reached Somerset in the afternoon. 

The Landdrost rejoiced to hear, that we thought the mission prac- 
ticable, and promised every assistance in his power. 

14th. Having been provided with good horses, I reached Mr. 
Matthews’ farm, on the Brak river, and on the following morning 
travelled through the romantic and difficult defiles of the Zuurberg to 
Enon, from whence I sent fresh oxen to meet the wagon. Brother 
Fritsch arrived with it on the 17th, safe and well. Not long after 
our arrival at Enon, I made preparation to return with my family and 
two children to Gnadenthal. 

Slst of July. We left Enon, and were accompanied by the mis- 
sionaries and a great part of the congregation to old Scheeper’s 
farm. ‘Brother Halter and his family proceeded in our company to 
Uitenhage. 

We lodged with our excellent friend, Col. Cuyler, whom we were 
sorry. to find in a bad state of health. Though we were closely 
stowed in our wagon, it pleased God to grant us a safe journey, and 
to preserve us from all the mishaps and inconveniences we had 
feared. 

August 16th. We passed the narrow defiles of the Attaqua’s kloof, 
and arrived on the 22d in Swellendam. Between this place and 
Gnadenthal, we received, on the 24th, the unpleasant intelligence, 
that the poor Tambookkies had been obliged to fly into the colony, 
by an irruption of the Tetchannas; that all Caffraria was in arms to 
repel these invaders, and that the Governor had reached the Sonder 
end on his way to the frontier. I therefore left the wagon on the 
24th, and rode to Cobus Linde’s farm to meet the Governor on the 
following day. His excellency arrived on the 25th, and, to my sor- 
row, cofifirmed the report, and that our friend Bowana, and his 
Tambookkies, with 12,000 head of cattle, had retreated into the co- 
lony. ‘But the general hoped soon to quell these disturbances. 

This painful intelligence prevented our coming to any decision 
respecting the mission, till we received further intelligence; but we 
think it providential, that, by these circumstances, government sees 
the necessity of making provision for the safety of the tribes on the 
frontier. 

His excellency having promised to send me further information, I 
left him, and reached Gnadenthal by the bridge, without which it 
would have been impossible to pass the Sonderend. I had been ab- 
sent fifteen weeks, and we all joined in thanking and praising the 
Lord for his help and protection; and in prayer, that His gracious 


views respecting the Tambookkies and other heathen nations may be 
accomplished, 
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Extract of a Letter from Brother Joun Henry Scumitr. 
GNADENTHAL, August 2d, 1827. 


“My last was written in April, and I will now fulfil my promise to 
give you some information respecting the journey undertaken by the 
Brethren Hallbeck and Fritsch, to the Tambookkie country. 

(The insertion of this part of the letter, is rendered unnecessary 
by that of the foregoing journal.) 

** As soon as Brother Hallbeck returns, we shall consult about the 
best means of complying with the Governor’s request, supported as 
it is by that of the Tambookkies themselves. I trust, that the 
Brethren will not be wanting to begin the mission, and am glad*to 
perceive, that their minds are bent upon it, and that they have cou- 
rage to advance, and by the Lord’s help, to assist in delivering this 
people out of the power of the devil, in which they have been kept 
captives for centuries. If: upon such a call, and preparation being 
made by the Lord Himself, we do not advance and spend our utmost 
strength upon the work, we are not worthy to be called his servants. 
If the Lord opens a door, He Himself will make way, and prepare 
the hearts of the heathen; and surely Brethren and Sisters will be 
found in our congregations, who will feel themselves excited to pro- 
claim the gospel to the Tambookkies, as well as to other heathen 
nations. 

** Many Hottentots come to Enon, requesting permission to live 
there. Before I left that place, considerable preparation was made 
towards building the new house. Both at Groenekloof and at Elim, 
all the missionaries are well. To the latter place we have sent to- 
day a whole wagon-load of young oaks. If they grow and thrive well, 
there will hereafter be no want of timber. 

“<The new mission house is finished. ‘The Hottentots of Gnaden- 
thal are not very willing to remove thither, for we perceived, in 
1816, as you will remember, that they would not willingly dwell in 
any place where they may not maintain large herds of cattle. They 
prefer that to agriculture and gardening. 

“We shall remain here till Brother Hallbeck’s return. Gladly 
would we yet devote our services to the 1nission, but though the spi- 
rit is willing, the flesh is weak, and our strength is gone. This win- 
ter I have suffered much from my old complaints, but am better at 
present. 

** With cordial salutations to all our brethren and friends, I remain 
your’s most affectionately, J. H. SCHMITT,” 


Extract of a Letter from Brother H, P. HaLuBEck. 
GNADENTHAL, Sepfit. 3d, 1827. 
“Your letters have been received with thanks, and among them 
one brought by Mrs. Keyser. I had not the pleasure of seeing her 
as she probably went to Caffraria during my absence. I may say, 
that we are, more than ever, united in that bond of love, which ought 
to characterize every branch of the Brethren’s Unity. Your letter 
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by Dr. Gaulter is come to hand, and I thank you for the information 
it contains concerning our congregations and missions, and the work 
of God in the world; every scrap of that description is welcome in 
this distant corner of the world. The government has kindly allotted 
to the mission at Groenekloof, the use of the grove, upon the same 
terms on which they occupy the remainder of the land at that place. 
You were anxious to hear news from Enon, and you may depend up- 
on it, that whatever comes to my knowledge, shall be communicated 
to you. When I left that place, the whole country was very dry and 
parched, but by a note received this morning, from Brother Fritsch, 
I find, that the subsequent rains had enabled the Hottentots to plough 
their lands. ‘The missionaries were all well, and ready to begin to 
build their new dwelling house, as soon as they could procure a ma- 
son at Uitenhage. At Enon they have not such clever masons and 
carpenters among the Hottentots, as we have here at Gnadenthal. 
There they must employ a stranger, whereas our masons and build-* 
ers are employed by the whole neighbourhood. It is a great mercy 
that the locusts, which have been so destructive on the Bushman’s 
river, and in other neighbouring parts, have not as yet appeared in 
any great numbers at Enon. 

“The number of inhabitants amounts to four hundred and fifty, of 
whom, about a hundred are communicants. I spoke with all the 
men, and my wife with all the women imdividually, and we were much 
edified by the humble and sensible declarations of many of the people. 

“‘ Wilhelmina, the Caffre, now married to Carl Stompje, desired 
to be particularly remembered to'you. She wept for joy when she 
heard that we would send the Gospel to the Tambookkies; and I 
think she and her husband would be willing to accompany missiona- 
ries who might be appointed to that station. She would be very use- 
ful as interpreter and schoolmistress. 

**T left our friend, Col. Cuyler, in a poor state of health at Uiten- 
hage. Brother Schmitt is now so far restored, that he can again 
engage in the service of the congregation; but his health is so much 
undermined, that he cannot count upon being well for a single week. 
The rest of us, young and old, are quite well. Our groves are put- 
ting forth their leaves, the peach-trees begin to blossom, and our 
Hottentots are very busy in their gardens, which always affords us 
great pleasure. 

GNADENTHAL, October 18th, 1827. 

“*I mentioned my return to this place in my short letter of Sep- 
tember 30th, accompanying my Journal, and hope all my former let- 
ters have arrived safe with you, as yours have with me. 

“*The unjustifiable attacks made upon this mission by Rustius (not 
Rusticus) have, by God’s providence, turned out to its advantage in 
many respects, for which we are thankful. 

“* Various changes are expected to take place in the government of 
this colony, and we pray, that all may tend to benefit the temporal 
and spiritual interests of its inhabitants. , 

‘“* Brother Schmitt and his wife, with the children, Hornig and 
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Halter, left us the day before yesterday, for Groenekloof, where they 
wish to spend’ a few months, previous to their voyage to Europe. We 
should have been glad to have kept them longer here, but having 
formerly served the’congregation at Groenekloof for ten years, they 
were desirous of visiting it once more. 

** All the missionaries here, and in: the neighbouring stations, are 
well. On the 7th instant, two adults were baptized at Elim. I vi- 
sited that settlement a few days ago, and was much pleased with the 
external and internal state of that promising place. The number of 
those, who are already admitted as inhabitants, amounted to ninety- 
four, besides whom several Hottentots are now requesting leave to 
move thither. 

** At Hemel-en-Aarde, Brother Leitner is preparing to erect a 
more suitable building for divine worship than the old Hartebeest 
house, lately used for that purpose, but which is in a very ruinous 
‘state. 

‘*From Enon I have had no late accounts, and at Groenekloof 
Brother Clemens was. unwell.. 

**Here, at Gnadenthal, we live under the protection and blessing 
of our Lord and Saviour, and have many proofs of His grace, and of 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of most of our people. Tri- 
als, however, are not wanting, and tares will spring up among the 
wheat. Some of our Hottentots were lately enticed by a man in 
the neighbourhood, who sells wine very cheap, to drink more than 
they ought, and were consequently excluded. But we have reason 
to know, that there are many faithful followers of the Lord, in this 
congregation, who grieve with us over any deviations, which now and 
then occur, and do their best by word and deed, to prevent them, 
We are particularly glad to witness the increasing activity of our 
overseers and chapel servants, since they are more respected by their 
own countrymen, and considered our assistants, than formerly, and 
we have no doubt but'the Lord will lay his blessing on their faithful 
services. 

Capetown, Wovember 2d, 1827. 

P.S.—On my arrival here two days ago, I received your letter of 
July 23d. On the subject of the proposed mission among the Tam- 
bookkies, I can only add, that, by a letter I was favoured with, from 
the Governor, dated on the 15th ult., I am informed, that.to him also 
the Tambookkies have expressed their most earnest desire, that we 
may soon come to them; and his excellency is of opinion, that no 
danger need be apprehended. The establishment will be placed un- 
der the protection of the government. We are endeavouring to make 
some preparation, and meanwhile await the. decision and advice of 
our brethren at home. 

‘* At Gnadenthal, eight adults were baptized on the 21st ult., and 
nine, baptized as children, received into the congregation. When! 
left that place and Groenekloof, all the Brethren and Sisters were 
well, and join in cordial salutations to you, and all. our friends every 
where. Iam, ever, your most affectionate brother, ; 

H. P,. HALLBECK. 
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DIARY OF NEW FAIRFIELD, UPPER CANADA. 


EXTRACTS 


from the Diary of the Indian Congregation at New Fairfield, Upper 
Canada, from June 16, 1826, to April 30, 1827. 

On the 16th of June, Brother and Sister Lukenbach with their 
little daughter, arrived here in safety, after a journey of three weeks 
from Bethlehem, via New York, Albany, Buffalo and Detroit, prais | 
ing God for his gracious protection against accidents, and for having 
brought them back in health and safety to the little flock so dear to 
them. The Indian inhabitants, much rejoiced at their arrival, soon 
came to welcome them. The meeting was reciprocally a truly af- 
fecting and encouraging one. It was particularly so with Brother 
and Sister Haman, in whose care the congregation had been left 
during their absence, and whose continued indisposition had caused 
them anxiously to desire this return of Brother and Sister Luken- 
bach, as they stood greatly in need of their assistance. ‘Their effects 
from Bethlehem, comprising among the rest a piano forte for the 
church, were received on the 17th uninjured, and with comparative 
ease, as a boat of one of our neighbours on the river Thames, which 
had been at Detroit, brought them along, while the kindness of the 
officers at Sandwich had been extremely serviceable in expediting 
them, without delay and unnecessary expense. 

On the 18th Brother Lukenbach kept the funeral of the Indian 
Sister Abigail. She had removed to this place in the year 1815 
with her husband, visited our meetings punctually, and led a quiet 
and retired life. Although of a reserved disposition, she evinced on 
different occasions, that she had become acquainted with Jesus as the 
friend of her soul. The successive loss of 4 children had proved a severe 
trial, in which she showed exemplary patience and resignation to the 
will of God, particularly during her last illness, exhorting her hus- 
band to lead{a better life, and to educate her two infant children 
for the Saviour. The evening before her departure, she ex 
pressed her joy at the arrival of Brother and Sister Lukenbach, who 
paid her a visit soon after, but found her already speechless. 

On the 19th we were visited by a travelling Methodist preacher, 
who kept our morning meeting, and, by means of an interpreter, dis- 
coursed very evangelically and appropriately on Luc. xv, 2. with 
our Indians. In the afternoon of the 15th the whole congregation 
had a lovefeast, on which occasion a letter from the Provincial Help- 
er’s Conference in Bethlehem was read, after having previously been 
translated into the Delaware language. It was listened to by every 
individual with great attention. The affectionate interest taken in 
their welfare, expressions of gratitude to the Saviour for the préser- 
vation of this missionary post under the numerous difficulties it meets 
with, and their encouraging exhortation to the Indian congregation, 
not only to enjoy the blessed effects of the word of God on their own 
hearts, but to further its propagation among their benighted country- 


men, evidently affected them and appeared to produce a salutary in- 
VoL, 111. 16 
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fluence. Several of the Indians afterwards expressed their thankful- 
ness that the Brethren still continued to remember them in so much 
love. 

On the 28th our assistants had a conversation with a young Indian 
from Sandusky, a grandson of the former chief Panasit or Armstrong, 
who, after expressing his desire to live among us, and promising to 
observe our regulations, which were read to him, was permitted to 
stay with us on trial. The gracious support which our Indian bre- 
thren, in the scarcity of their own stores, had experienced through- 
out the summer from our heavenly father, who had enabled them in 
different ways to procure as much as was necessary for daily con- 
sumption, filled our hearts with gratitude and confidence towards 
Him, whose care extends further than we of little faith frequently an- 
ticipate. 

In the afternoon of July 9, another attempt was made to revive 
the Sunday School, to which all the young persons had been invited 
in the morning, and to our satisfaction a greater number attended 
than we had expected. Brother Lukenbach was visited by a young 
Indian, who had a short time since arrived from that region on the 
Mississippi, whither the Delawares, after leaving White River, had 
removed, He related that the Indians lived there in quiet, undis- 
turbed by the whites, and that their land was of excellent quality. 
Several young persons suffered themselves to be persuaded by him to 
go in his company to that part of the country, under the pretext of 
visiting their friends and relations; only one however actually exe- 
cuted this purpose. On the 15th a number of small, suitable pre- 
sents, forwarded by the Female Missionary Society of Bethlehem and 
other friends, were distributed among the children, who received 
them with cheerful countenances, and were much encouraged there- 
by to exert themselves in school. In the succeeding days our young 
Indian brethren, who had been for some time in the settlement of the 
whites, to assist in the harvest, returned, and commenced reaping 
their own wheat, which yielded well, affording them a sufficient sup- 
ply after the late scarcity of bread. The custom is, when any per- 
son wishes to take in his harvest, to provide the best cheer he can 
afford, for which, without additional wages, he can always procure 
sufficient assistance. 

On the 2d of August, Brother Lukenbach, at the earnest request 
of both parents, baptized a child of Mr. Johnson, formerly a neigh- 
bour of this place, who had been very friendly to us, but who now 
lives at a distance of 8 miles, on Bear creek. 

In these days a rumor was spread among our inhabitants by some 
heathen Indians returning from Malden, that the agent of Indian af- 
fairs at that place had given orders to the Indians on the Thames, to 
come and receive the usual presents, whereby our brethren became 
uneasy and wished to depart immediately, lest they should be too 
late. In a meeting of the inhabitants it was however resolved, that 
one person should be previously sent thither to make enquiries to 
prevent all unnecessary contact with the white people.. When this 
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messenger returned, he brought word, that the agent actually de- 
sired them to come as soon as possible, as his stores were already 
much diminished by continued applications of other Indians. 

On the 11th we were visited by some Indian chiefs from the up- 
per Monsey town, on their way to Malden, who are attached to the 
Methodist minister, living among them. We had an agreeable and 
friendly conversation with them, and encouraged them to remain 
steadfast to the word of God. 

On the 26th we accompanied the remains of an infant son of the 
Indian Augustus and his wife Benigna to its place of rest. His sick 
ness seemed to have a salutary influence on the parents, particularly 
on the father, who, though he had in other cases sought the assist- 
ance of the heathen conjurers, now earnestly desired it to be baptized, 
which was accordingly complied with. 

On the 27th several famili¢és who had been at Malden returned 
with the informatidén, that those of our Indians who had arrived there 
last, had received little or nothing from the royal stores, as they had 
been nearly exhausted. On the return of the rest, we learned to our 
regret, that, in spite of our previous admonitions, many had suffered 
themselves to be seduced to take ardent spirits to excess. 

On the 3d of September, Brother Lukenbach having been invited 
to the settlement of the whites, 2 hours ride down the river, repaired 


thither, and preached to the neighbours in the Methodist place of 
worship, which was likewise done by Brother Haman a fortnight af- 


terwards. Several of our sick Indians whom we visited, expressed 


their thanks for the visit, and manifested entire resignation to the 
will of God, whether he would take them from the world, or restore 
them to health. 

In the beginning of October our inhabitants were occupied with 
taking in their Indian corn, which yielded them an abundant supply, all 
having obtained at least one half more than in the preceding year, for 
which blessing we cannot be thankful enough to our heavenly father, 
Old sister Hannah, who had been confined to her bed several weeks, 
with nobody to take care of her but her daughter, who had built her 
a hut.on their corn field, was reduced to a still more miserable con- 
dition, for her daughter fell sick likewise, and thus deprived her of 
her only assistance; whereforg they were both brought back to town 
in a cart for better attendance. At their request they were frequent- 
ly visited. As the sufferings of the daughter increased, her anxiety 
for the state of her soul caused her to make a confession of all that 
made her feel uneasy, particularly her having lately attended a hea- 
then diversion and dance. She likewise desired to speak with those 
with whom she had been on bad terms. 

On the 24th twelve Indian brethren and three sisters left here for 
Detroit in 2 catioes, in order to receive the annuity of $400, for the 
Muskingum lands, and to give Gov, Cass a receipt forthe same. 

Our Indians had unanimously come to the resolution to take out 
this money in Store goods at Detroit, which should be brought to this 
place, and then divided among all the inhabitants, 
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On the 31st a certain Mr. Nicols, wno had remained with us 5 
weeks, on account of repeated attacks of fever, pursued his journey 
down the river, thankful for the care that had been taken of him by 
the Indian sisters, and expressing his pleasure at the recollection of 
having formerly attended the school of the brethren, in Newport, 
Rhode Island. On the 8th of November the Indians who had been 
sent to Detroit returned in two canoes with the goods they had re- 
ceived for their annuity. Gov. Cass had been very willing to give 
them an order on the merchant designated, for that amount, and had 
further made them a present of $10 and provisions for their return. 
The goods, after having been assorted, were distributed among all, 
every man receiving a pair of leggins and a muslin shirt, and every 
female a petticoat and short gown of check. Universal satisfaction 
prevailed at the distribution. This supply was the more acceptable 
as the presents from the royal stores had been so unusually scanty. 

In the course of the conversations which we had in these days with 
the communicants, we heard many encouraging remarks, though 
since the late visit at Malden, a number of them have not conducted 
themselves to our satisfaction. An Indian sister said: ‘‘ When I ex- 
amine my heart, I find how much is wanting for me to be such as I 
think a child of God, according to the bible, should be, which forcibly 
brings to my mind the anxious thought, whether I am truly acquaint- 
ed with the Saviour, and whether I do not perhaps deceive myself in 
my hopes of eternal happiness, and take myself for what I am not in 
truth.’’ Another said; ‘‘ I feel my great remissness deeply, and my 
indifference causes me much pain, but Jesus always raises my sinking 
courage, when I pray tohim. The greatest anxiety that oppresses 
me at present is for my grown up children, particularly for my eldest 
daughter, who rejects all my admonitions; I see she is not in com- 
munion with her Saviour, but is fond of the attractions of the world.” 
At these words she burst into tears, and begged us to do every thing 
in our power to bring her back from the error of her ways. 

On the 2ist we visited a woman by the name of Leah, who had 
been excluded from our society, but who now earnestly requested a 
visit, as great sufferings and sleepless nights, had brought on the 
anxious thought, that this sickness might occasion her dissolution. 
She confessed she had forfeited the blessings she might have enjoyed 
in our society, by her self-will, love of sin, and disobedience, but ex- 
pressed the hope that she might find pardon for her sins, promising, 
if she recovered, to exert herself to regain what she had neglected. 
She was exhorted to pray to the Saviour, who rejects no repentant 
sinner, and to depend on his assistance as long as her life was spared. 
In the night of the Ist of December, the wolves destroyed nineteen 
of our sheep, the loss of which we regretted the more as seven of them 
were the property of four Indian families, who had begun to keep 
sheep. 

On the 18th all the men of our town assembled; and we conferred 
with them on the building of a new church, and proposed to them to 
begin hewing the necessary timber, promising them a contribution in 
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pork towards their board, and to procure all articles which they 
could not make themselves. All seemed very willing to assist, and 
on the 19th the commencement was made by felling trees. 

In the evening of the 24th the whole congregation assembled for 
the celebration of Christmas eve, which was conducted in the usual 
manner by reading the history of the birth of Jesus, and by prayer; 
on this occasion our church was decorated with greens, and a trans- 
parency representing the birth of Christ. In the afternoon of Christ- 
mas day the children had a meeting, in which after a short address, 
and the recitation of their Christmas verses, small presents from 
Bethlehem, consisting of picture books and needle boxes, were distri- 
buted among them to their great satisfaction. On this occasion we 
likewise made use of our piano forte for the first time. 

On the 31st of December, towards midnight, the congregation as- 
sembled in the church, where in an address we recalled to mind the 
principal events of the year now hastening to a close, and the nume- 
rous blessings and benefits we had enjoyed from the hand of our hea- 
venly father. In a retrospect of the past year we found much cause 
for shame and contrition, and much reason to praise the patience and 
long suffering of our Lord, and at the same time to laud his holy 
name, for having, notwithstanding the transgressions of individuals of 
this congregation, not taken his spirit from us, who continues to con- 
vince us of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. During the sing- 
ing of a hymn and prayer, we entered into the new year, with hum- 
ble, contrite hearts, committing ourselves to the gracious leading and 
protection of our Lord for the future. 

In the year 1826 there have been baptized at New Fairfield, 1 
adult and 11 children; 5 adults and 9 children have departed this 
life. Atthe close of the year the congregation consisted of 191 per- 
sons, of whom 39 are communicants. 


1827. 


January, 1827. Early in the morning of the first of’ January, the 
children came as usual to wish us a happy new-year, and_to beg lit- 
tle presents of cakes, which we are in the habit of bestowing, ag it 
gives us a fine opportunity of adding a few words of exhortation. 
They afterwards proceeded from house to house, making the same 
application to the liberality of the inhabitants. The older. Indians 
likewise had this custom formerly, but we discouraged it, as the 
poorer inhabitants were thereby put to unnecessary inconvenience. 
In the course of private conversations with the baptized and the can- 
didates for baptism, we perceived to our encouragement, that many 
of them, especially among the females, seem to have come to a con 
viction of their wretched state by nature, and to be seriously desirous 
to live more to the honor of the Saviour’s name. On the 5th, in a 
conference with the Indian assistants, we were obliged to adopt the 
painful resolution of ordering the Indian Jesse, who, notwithstanding 
our repeated admonitions, continued his sinful course of life, to leave 
our town, which was executed by our assistants. As he however 
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threatened to take away some articles of clothing, which his relatives 
retained, by force, our assistants were directed to have them restored 
to him, after which he left the place. As painful as such occurrences 
are to ourselves, and to the parents of such persons, we have reason 
to return our heartfelt thanks to our Lord, who guides all for the 
best, when we succeed in such necessary discipline. 

In the afternoon of the 6th we read and translated to the congrega- 
tion from the Missionary Intelligencer, a letter of a converted Green- 
lander to Brother Mortimer of New York, which was listened to with 
great atténtion. Afterwards Brother Boaz came to Brother Luken- 
bach, and expressed his pleasure in having learned from this letter 
how much the experience of this Greenland brother coincided with 
his own. 

On the 14th Brother Lukenbach was called to an Indian woman of 
the Monsey tribe, who had formerly been married to a certain Cap- 
tain Norton, and who had remained at this place some time with her 
relatives on account of ill health. In addition to her former com- 
plaint, some other dangerous symptoms had appeared, which left 
her little hope of recovery. She said, that during her sickness she 
had learned to know herself as a great sinner, and her mind was tor- 
mented with dread, when she reflected on the numerous opportuni- 
ties she had slighted, for she had not only heard much good advice, 
but had learned to read the bible in English fluently, and that she 
wished to recover in order to do better in future. She was encou- 
raged to lay her case before the great Physician of souls, and with 
childlike confidence to trust his mercy. She was frequently visited 
by the wives of the missionaries, who gave her medicines, which 
however proved of no benefit to her, for she suffered herself to be 
persuaded by.an Indian to take a large quantity of whiskey as a re- 
medy for the fever. Her wretched situation, in a house not suffi 
ciently guarded against the inclemency of the season, she took ~very 
hard, as she had been accustomed as long as she lived with her hus- 
band, Captain Norton, to all the conveniences of civilized life; she was 
therefore very thankful for, every visit. On the 16th she departed 
this life at the age of about twenty-eight years. She was born on 
Grand river, Upper Canada, and had a white father, but was brought 
up by her grandmother, a Monsey Indian, till her 16th year, when 
Captain Norton, who was much respected among the' Mohawks, and 
translated the gospel of St. John into their language, married her, 
after she had been previously baptized in the Episcopal church. 
They afterwards went to Scotland, where they remained some time 
with his relatives, and where she had good instruction. Nevertheless 
on their return to their plantation on Grand river, they led a very 
worldly and dissolute life. Her husband having killed an Indian ina 
duel on her account, he left her, and took refuge in the south among 
the Cherokee nation. 

On the 3d of February, the Indian Boaz came to Brother Luken- , 
bach and said: “After much hesitation, I have resolved to lay open 
my heart to my teacher. I have led such a bad life of late, that I 
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was ashamed to go to church, and though the thought frequently 
arose in my mind, that I should be lost for ever, I endeavored to 
comfort myself with the idea, that I should not be the only one. But 
after having combated the torments of this idea for one day, I could 
no longer endure it. I reflected that if I could not now bear such 
pain for one day, how should I be able to stand an eternity of similar 
sufferings. I prayed to the Saviour, that he might have mercy on 
me, and formed the resolution to alter my course of life, hoping that 
the Lord would be gracious to me.” 

On the 4th we were visited by a Baptist minister, Mr. Slooth, 
who had been visiting and preaching on the shore of the lake, and 
on this river. In the evening he kept a discourse to the Indians, and 
the next morning continued his journey towards the East. In the 
evening of the same day we received a similar visit from another Bap- 
tist minister and his wife, who had been on a visit to the members of 
their church about Lake Erie. They staid over night, and in our 
morning meeting of the next day, he offered up a prayer for the 
prosperity of this mission. 

On the 11th Mr. Lykins, with 2 Indian youths on horseback, came 
to this place. We learnt from him, that he had for several years 
been engaged as teacher among the Putewatenii nation, on the river 
St. Joseph, flowing into Lake Michigan, and that the two youths 
were pupils of the institution at that place, under the superintend- 
ance of the Rev. Mr. McCoy, the Baptist missionary, and that they 
were proceeding to Vermont to continue their studies, under the care 
of the Baptist General Convention. We received accurate informa- 
tion of the undertakings for the benefit of the Indians of those parts, 
and were questioned by them on the state of our missions, with which 
they were somewhat acquainted through the United Brethren’s Mis- 
sionary Intelligencer. Tothe question whether there were any other 
Indian nations in those parts among whom the gospel might be propa- 
gated, he said, that there would be a very good station among the 
Ottawas, about 45 miles south of Michillimackinac, where he did 
not doubt that a school could be erected, and the word of God preach- 
ed to advantage. The same he said of the Chippeway and Miami 
nations living west of Lake Superior. Mr. Lykins seemed to be very 
ardent in the cause, and thought much good might result from these 
attempts, if persons could be found willing to devote themselves to 
this purpose. 

On the 24th the funeral of the young Indian, Edward, took place. 
He had died very suddenly in violent convulsions, which gave us an 
opportunity of warmly exhorting to watchfulness and constancy in 
faith. This young Indian had been born in the year 1807 at Pet- 
quotting, and there baptized by Brother Denke. In the sequel he 
moved hither with his mother, for whom he continued to provide, al- 
though his stubborn disposition afforded us little joy, especially since 
he had married a heathen Indian woman. 

On the 2d of March we accompanied to the grave the remains of 
the Indian girl Letty, aged 17. She was born in Old Fairfield, and 
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was from her birth of a weakly constitution, but very attentive in 
school, where she exerted herself, and committed to memory a num- 
ber of Indian verses. She was of a temper uncommonly lively for an 
Indian, but though sometimes misled thereby, she retained a tender 
love for her Saviour, which showed itself particularly in her last ill- 
ness, by her resignation to the will of God, and her patience under 
acute sufferings. When she saw her mother weeping at her bed- 
side, she exclaimed: ‘*‘ Dear mother, do not disturb my joy at the 
prospect of soon leaving this miserable and sinful world, and being at 
home with my Saviour.” On another occasion she said: ** I know 
that I am a poor and sinful being, but I trust to the mercy of the Re- 
deemer that he will take me to himself to enjoy eternal happiness.” 
She fell asleep in Jesus quite unexpectedly and sweetly while con- 
versing with her mother. 

On the 18th we received information that some heathen Indians 
carried on a trade in whiskey with our Indians then engaged in mak- 
ing sugar at some distance. Two assistants were despatched to re- 
monstrate with them, which for a short time seemed to have a good 
effect. But the principal cause of this pernicious practice was a 
white neighbour, who exchanged whiskey for sugar and other arti- 
cles. Brother Lukenbach therefore went to him on one of the fol- 
lowing days, and requested him to quit this hurtful trade, with which 
he seemed to acquiesce, but excused himself by saying that it re- 
quired much self-denial to send away the Indians when they came 
with articles of which he stood in need, although he acknowledged 
that the Indians only used it for their own and other persons’ ruin. 

On the 8th of April we commenced reading in church the history 
of the last acts, sufferings and death of our blessed Lord and master, 
which was continued on each of the succeeding days. On Easter 
morning we prayed the Litany as usual, partly in church, partly in 
the grave-yard, and called to mind those of our brethren and sisters 
who had departed this life at this place since the preceding Easter. 

On the 19th the foundation for the new church was laid, and on 
the 20th, instead of our morning meeting, the whole congregation 
assembled on the spot, when after singing some verses and a short 
prayer, the Brethren Lukenbach and Haman knelt down, and the 
former offered up a fervent prayer, for the blessing of God on this 
work, and for its future usefulness as a place where his name might 
be glorified. The whole congregation seemed affected at this solem- 
nity. 

On the 22d Brother Lukenbach rode to the settlement of the 
whites at the request of one of our neighbours, and delivered a sem 
mon in his house to about 30 persons. They afterwards requested @ 
repetition of the visit, for they had no meetings on Sunday, as theif 
minister came to them only in the week, and Sunday thus became 
merely a day of diversion. Finally we commend ourselves and ouf 
Indian congregation to the prayers of all our brethren and friends. 

ABRAHAM LUKENBACH. 
ADAM HAMAN. 
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MEMOIRS OF THE WIDOW SISTER MARY MACK. 


MEMOIRS 


Of the widow Sister Mary Mack, who departed this li 
, this lL: t 
11th April, 1828. eee 


Sue was born August Ist, 1755, in the vicinity of Ballinde i 
the county of Antrim, Ireland. Her maiden name was Gram. E a 
parents having become seriously concerned for their eternal. wa 
tion, by means of the divine blessing so signally attendant on the 
zealous preaching of the late Brother Cennick, in that part of the 
country, they had entered into fellowship with the congregati f 
the United Brethren which formed itself at Ballinderry She « : 
baptized there, and attended the school, where her lively and affee. 
tionate temper caused her to be much beloved. Having a pe for 
music, she took a particular delight in singing, on which norsieadl <4 
assiduously stored up in her memory a great number of veben and 
hymns. At the same time she lived in childlike cteniematin ab 
Jesus the friend of children, and was wont in simplicity of he .s 
pour out all her little cares, desires, and wishes before hi f in 
fervent prayer. She never could forget one remarkable inntasied in 
which the Lord was pleased to grant her confident petitions, wh 3 
her mother was at the point of death. Her brothers and sist mg 
together with herself, being in the utmost consternation, on finding 
their sick mother insensible, concluded that she was dead It pe 
curred to her, that the Lord had power to restore even the dead, if 
such was his will, and instantly she ran into the garden, fell on h 
knees, and most fervently prayed to Him, that He would restore her 
mother. Finding her alive when she returned, and afterwards s va 
ing her recover, she could for a long time scarcely comprehend hor 
ae ae she saw - great distress, could be so; for she thong, 

y do they not tell the Lo riour: i > 
eee tis baad we. Lord our Saviour: he would certainly help 

But as she increased in years, she became more and more indiffe 
ent towards Jesus. Love of the world began to overpower her a 
the desire to enjoy its pleasures prevailed. Worldly diversions and 
songs occupied her mind, and she felt her connexion ‘with the breth 
ren a burthensome restraint. She could not, however, bring herself 
toa resolution, entirely to abandon her attendance on their edifyin 
meetings. Thus it happened one day, when the sufferin ;s of Sein 
on Olivet were the subject of contemplation, that the spirit of God 
powerfully touched her heart with a deep sense of her unworthin 
of such unbounded love. She saw herself in the true light, be. nn 
to feel the utmost disgust at the empty pleasures of this world and 
a fervent desire to live to the honor of Him, who had suffered 
much from love towards her, and all mankind. The anguish of és 
one Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, ever afterwards comsidel 
a su ject, which she could not hear or think of without the deepest 
emotion. In this frame of mind she became desirous of a closer con- 


nexion with the B : : aaa 
a ne rethren, - obtained her wish of living in the sis- 





1380 MEMOIRS OF THE WIDOW SISTER MARY MACK. 


ter’s house in the year 1772. At first she was perfectly happy, 
notwithstanding the utmost poverty in which the sisters lived, toa 
degree of sometimes actual suffering from hunger; and her affec- 
tionate disposition and readiness to make herself useful, caused her 
to be much beloved. Conceiving it a great happiness to live ina 
congregation of the Lord, she thought she had arrived at the goal. 
Not aware of the consequence of false security, she began to pride 
herself on the privilege, to look down upon others with contempt, 
and to conceive that outward good conduct was all that was requisite. 
In consequence her happiness was of short duration, and was lost by 
her overrating it. As her conduct was exemplary, she felt ex- 
tremely hurt, that for a long time she was not received as an actual 
member, while others whom she thought less worthy, sooner obtain- 
ed their wish. This circumstance rendered her very unhappy for 
some time. It happened during this period, that the lease of the land, 
on which Ballinderry was situated, expired, and could not be renew- 
ed. ‘The single sisters were therefore to remove thence in the 
year 1776, to the new congregation at Gracefield. In order to save 
expense, they embarked with all their luggage on the neighbouring 
lake. ‘The vessel was small, old and crazy. While engaged in 
pleasing conversation, the sisters were suddenly alarmed by finding 
their feet in water, and the vessel sinking. ‘They had not taken no- 
tice that for some time previous every thing had been attempted by 
pumping and bailing to prevent the catastrophe, but now all hopes 
were abandoned, and the captain declared, that in a very little time 
the vessel must inevitably go down. ‘Though greatly alarmed, the 
sisters strove to recollect themselves, and to prepare for their end. 
A little girl among them asked one, who was in tears, what was the 
matter? Being told that they were all instantly to go to the Lord 
our Saviour, she replied, ‘‘I am glad to hear it, for have you not 
always told me how happy we shall be there?” Our now departed 
sister, on the contrary, because of the state of her mind above allud- 
ed to, conceived the unhappy idea, that the misfortune which had 
come upon them, was owing to her, and that it would be right, as in 
the instance of the prophet Jonah, to save the rest by her own de 
struction. She contemplated therefore to cast herself into the lake, 
but was happily prevented by the crew not suffering any of them to 
move, while all the baggage was thrown overboard, to lighten the 
vessel. ‘Thus they were enabled to approach the shore, while boats 
from thence came to their relief, and all lives were happily 
saved, though they lost all they possessed. The daily word for 
meditation on this day, (according to the edifying custom of the 
Brethren to appoint a scripture text for each day in every year,) 
made a lasting impression upon our sister, which was most power 

fully renewed 22 years afterwards, when in equal danger on her voy- 
age to the West Indies, it happened, that the same text was agail 
the appointed one for that day. It was this: ‘‘ I the Lord thy God 
will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, fear not; I will help 
thee.” Is. 41, 13. (It deserves to be remarked, as a particular co 
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ncidence, that the same word of comfort happened to be the daily 
word again on the 13th of April, 1828, the day of the funeral of 
our departed sister, whence occasion was taken to make it the sub- 
ject of the discourse pronounced upon that occasion.) 
At Gracefield the single sisters, thus deprived of all they possess- 
ed, commenced in the utmost poverty, and our late sister experi- 
enced great privations for some time. Nevertheless she was grateful 
for the privilege of living with them. Gradually the spirit of God 
convinced her, that instead of sorrowing for a mere outward com- 
munion with a particular existing congregation, the essential thing 
was, to become a member of the church of Christ in spirit and in 
truth. She became daily more sensible of her natural depravity, 
was enabled to overlook the claims she had rested upon her blame- 
less outward conduct, and content to receive the mercy of the Lord 
asa free gift of grace. Peace and confidence were the result, and 
the grace of God became all she longed to enjoy. That childlike 
communion with Him, which she had formerly enjoyed, was restored, 
and when soon after she became a communicant member of the 
Brethren’s congregation, she felt convinced that the Lord had proy- 
ed his kind direction in these circumstances, most signally, having 
first brought about in her heart that essential self-knowledge, which 
alone could prevent dangerous self-confidence. She soon rendered 
herself very useful in various ways. Her sincerity and willingness 
to serve others, even with the sacrifice of self, procured her general 
esteem; and she thought it a privilege to be able to serve and edify 
the congregation by her musical talents. She spent twenty odd years 
in this manner, in almost uninterrupted cheerfulness, and at the same 
time found means of a comfortable subsistence. It was her desire to 
continue thus to the end of her days. But the Lord was pleased to 
require from her more active proofs of her love. On the 24th of 
August, 1798, she received a call to serve the mission among the 
negroes in Barbadoes, and at the same time to enter into marriage 
with the widower Brother Haman, who was engaged in that field, 
Notwithstanding her attachment to her peaceful situation, and fully 
aware that her intended husband was of advanced age and sickly 
constitution, she hesitated not a moment to accept this call, deeming 
ita privilege to serve the Lord among the heathen, and to minister 
to one of those who was preaching His name amongthem. Leaving 
Gracefield, she joined Brother and Sister Waller, who had received 
a similar call to the West India missions, at Gracehill, and arrived 
safely at Bristol in their company, where the West India convoy and 
fleet were assembled. Five times they left the harbor at Bristol, 
but were as often forced to return on account of tremendous storms 
and head winds. During this period of probation, she became very 
sickly, and Brother Waller could not quit his bed. It was seriously 
contemplated on that account to give up the voyage for this time, 
But our now departed sister could not be reconciled to such a mea- 
sure, being perfectly persuaded, that she would arrive at Barbadoes 
in safety, although she had a strong presentiment, that it would not 
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be in the vessel, on board of which they then were. Brother Waller 
having likewise recovered, they sailed the sixth time with the fleet 
from Bristol. They had, however, scarcely got to sea, when a tre- 
mendous storm scattered the fleet, and drove their ship towards the 
Irish coast. It soon became unmanageable, and in the impenetrable 
darkness which prevailed, being at the mercy of the storm, it struck 
on some hidden rocks on the coast. The first shock was so violent 
as to stave in the stern of the ship, and it was with the utmost diffi- 
culty that those in the cabin succeeded in reaching the deck. Their 
lives, however, would have been respited thereby but a very short 
time, had not the storm and waves at the same moment urged the 
vessel forward, and wedged it so fast between two rocks, that it 
could not sink. The crew and passengers now remained on deck, 
exposed to the rage of the sea, which broke over them every in- 
stant, and each moment washed from the wreck some part of its 
broken frame. Our sister clung to a rope which was fastened to 
the side of the vessel, and although part of her clothes were torn 
from her by the violence of the waves, she retained presence of mind 
sufficient never to lose her hold. It being late in November, they 
suffered greatly from the cold and wet. At last the storm began to 
subside, and day-break came on. To their great joy, they became 
aware that the land was near, and that the tide was fast ebbing, 
which caused the depth of water around greatly to diminish. They 
moreover perceived numbers of men.on the shore, many of whom 
plunged into the sea and came to the wreck. What however were 
their feelings, when they found, that they did so with no view of af- 
fording relief to the sufferers, but in order to plunder them. It ap- 
peared that these men belonged to a corps of Irish rebels, who had 
sought refuge on that wild coast from the pursuit of the military, 
and now seemed eager to satisfy their revenge. Nor was it possible 
to come to an understanding, as none appeared to be acquainted with 
the English language. They immediately commenced to plunder 
every thing they could lay their hands on, and very soon got into 
such violent disputes about the booty, that, according to all appear- 
ance, those on board seemed to have escaped from the rage of the 
sea only to perish by the hands of murderers. The sailors them- 
selves began to plunder, and then to save themselves by swimming. 
One of the rebels, however, seemed to take pity on our late sister, 
took her on his back, and swam ashore with her. Exhausted by 
cold and wet she was at first unable to stand, nor did her anxiety 
for Sister Waller permit her to rejoice in her own safety, calling out 
continually, ‘*‘ oh where is my sister,”’ until at last she saw both het 
and Brother Waller safely landed. They were surrounded on all 
sides by their own scattered baggage, but no solicitations procured 
them permission to avail themselves thereof. Suddenly a party of 
soldiers came up, and dispersed the rebels; but they made them- 
selves now masters of the plundered things, and refused to retum 
any part tothe owners. They were at the distance of several miles 
from the nearest shelter, and almost naked and exhausted as our 
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sister was, it was with the utmost difficulty that she could reach it 
the way being besides terribly rugged. When at length they reach- 
ed a few wretched hovels, they found them so over-crowded by 
those that had come there first, that they were obliged to be content 
with the imperfect shelter of a stable, the roof of which all the suc- 
ceeding night admitted the deluge of cold rain which was descending. 
The consequences of this exposure were very afflictive to our sister, 
and she contracted there a malady from which she never entirely 
recovered. Next morning however, they finally reached Kingsale, 
where they were most cordially received by the Methodists, three 
missionaries of this church being likewise in their company. 
Here they were supplied with dry clothing, and had an opportunity 
of informing the Brethren at Dublin and Gracehill of their situation. 
They then proceeded to Cork, where they met with the same friend- 
ly reception from the Methodists, and received letters and means 
for procuring necessaries from their Brethren. In the mean time, 
the dispersed West India fleet had again assembled, but they got to 
the rendezvous so late, that they with difficulty found a place in a 
schooner, very wretchedly provided for passengers, grateful and 
eager nevertheless to be enabled to proceed on their voyage with the 
convoy. It soon however became apparent, when they got to sea, 
that the schooner was unable to keep up with the fleet on account of 
its bad sailing, and they in consequence were repeatedly in great 
danger of being picked up by one of the enemy’s privateers. The 
Lord, however, according to his word, held out his right hand, and 
brought them safe to Barbadoes, 24th February, 1799. Shortly af- 
ter she was married to Brother Haman; very soon she felt at 
home, devoted herself with all her soul to her duties, and be- 
came affectionately attached to the negroes, for the welfare of 
whose souls she felt the deepest concern, and was tenderly beloved 
by them in return. With her husband she became united in the 
bonds of true christian affection. But the days of her trials were not 
over. Brother Haman soon fell dangerously ill. She was now most 
assiduously occupied in affectionately attending him, and very often 
declared, that she considered it a blessing and privilege to minister in 
that manner to so excellent and devoted a servant of God. He was 
however called hence as early as the 7th of November, which sepa- 
ration deeply affected her. In the course of the next year she re- 
ceived a call to serve the mission in Antigua, in conjunction with 
Brother Mack, with whom she was to re-enter the matrimonial state, 
he having been called to Antigua from Europe. She accepted this 
call in reliance on the Lord most readily. It was not however be- 
fore the 3d of February, 1801, that her future husband, whose voy- 
age had been greatly retarded by the existing war, arrived at Bar- 
badoes, which circumstance was another anxious trial of her faith, 
After their marriage they soon proceeded to Antigua, where they 

served the mission together nine years, under many trials, greatly 
mereased by the infirm health of both. On this account they came 

to Bethlehem in the year 1810, in order to rest from their labors. 
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June 30th, 1815, she became a widow the second time by the death 
of Brother Mack. For some time previous she had suffered intense- 
ly from a cancer in the forehead, and these sufferings continued 
more or less severe for a long period, and sensibly affected her intel- 
lectual powers, without however exhausting her patience. On the 
contrary, her childlike resignation to the will of God, which had 
ever been conspicuous, became more so under such sufferings. No- 
thing could exceed her gratitude towards those who administered to 
her comfort; she felt most affectionately attached to the children of 
her first husband, Brother Haman, who in return respected her 
equally. She thus continued for a number of years (living in the 
widows’ house at Bethlehem,) weak in mind and body, but daily 
praising the Lord for all his mercies towards her. 

April the 1ith of the present year, she went to bed about 8 
o’clock, in apparent good health and spirits, but when about two 
hours after her attendant came in, it was perceived that her soul had 
unexpectedly taken its flight thither, where she longed to be. She 
was sweetly asleep in the Lord. 

Her pilgrimage on earth comprised a period of 72 years, 8 months 
and 11 days. 


GREENLAND. 


Extract from the Diary of FREDERICKSTHAL. 


Sept. 12th, 1826. A boat full of heathen Greenlanders, arrived 
here. As soon as they landed, they called to us, saying, that they 
were come from a far country, being earnestly desirous to be con- 
verted. They added, that they had left the wood prepared for 
their winter houses, and all their goods, to come tous. These hea- 
then, who dwelt on the east coast, gave us the following account, 
During the last summer, a boat full of heathen came from the east- 
ward to visit them, but returned speedily, saying, that they should 
come again next summer, and spend the winter in the neighbour- 
hood of Fredericksthal. Of the father or head of the abovemen- 
tioned family, we heard that he had been a celebrated Angekok or 
sorcerer. As is usual with these impostors, he had a very smooth 
manner of expressing himself, and when he came to us with his fa- 
mily, requesting their names to be written down, he related, thata 
remarkable dream had been the cause of his coming hither from 
such a distance. He dreamt, that he went to Heaven, and some 
one had told him there, that if he went to the Christians, they would 
give him some very savoury meat. It made a deep impression on 
his mind, and led him to betterthoughts. He added, “I was a hea- 
then, and lived in blindness, and ignorance, and thought nothing of 
God or of you; but having had such a revelation from above, I was 
immediately obedient, and resolved to come hither.”” His compani- 
ons added, ‘‘ Yes, indeed, he was a notable servant of the devil’s, 
and continually engaged in his wicked works.” This statement he 
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did not contradict. We spoke to him in an affectionate manner, as- 
suring him, that the Lord our Saviour would Himself rejoice, if they 
were truly converted, and turned to Him with all their hearts. They 
replied that they had cast off all heathenish practices. 

Having sent our Greenland assistant, JVathaniel, some time ago, 
to visit the heathen living on the coast, and to ascertain their num- 
bers, he returned to us on the 24th of September. His report was 
to this effect: that about Staatenhuk, the heathen families lived 
much dispersed; that he could not determine their numbers, not 
having been able to go to all their places, but that a great number 
dwelt farther eastward; and that a man from thence had told him, 
that all those whom he had seen and spoken with, declared their 
desire to be converted to Christianity. They seemed to receive 
with gladnéss what was told them of our Saviour and His love to 
sinners. He closed his account with these words: “* All whom I 
have seen, are in earnest, and love the truth,” Brother Wathaniel 
further reported, that he had met the above named Angekok, Jmer- 
nek, in the south, when he made inquiry respecting the baptized at 
Fredericksthal. WVathaniel answered, ‘‘ you may go to them, and 
examine into the state and customs of the congregation of believers, 
and if you are not satisfied, return from whence you came.” Upon 
which he answered sharply, ‘‘ No, no, I will not first examine them, 
but I will stay with them, I don’t doubt your account of them. And 
if the missionaries will not admit me, on account of my former prac- 
tice of witchcraft, I shall weep bitterly.” 

Sept. 28th, was the joyful day, when we moved into our new mis- 
sion-house. We announced our intention to the Greenlanders, on the 
preceding evening, and called upon them to thank our Savjour for 
all the blessings which he had so richly bestowed upon us; for they 
had all been witnesses of the difficulties we had experienced, during 
our abode of two years among them. At first, for twelve weeks, in 
a tent, and then in our miserable hut of sods. Indeed we shall al- 
ways consider it an adorable proof of the Lord’s mercy towards us, 
that He had preserved our health, in that wretched dwelling. None 
of our European brethren can have aright conception of the misera- 
ble state of such a place of abode: no written description can give an 
adequate idea of it. The worst trials we had to experience in it 
were in summer, when it thawed; the sods were then thoroughly 
soaked, by the melting of the snow. We were encompassed with 
moisture, as in a damp cellar, the floor wet, and the roof and walls 
dripping. Worms and other vermin were continually crawling about; 
they came upon our table, and fell into our victuals. Brother De 
Fries, who slept alongside of the wall, often found in the morning, 
beetles, slugs, and worins in his bed. However, we were thankful, that 
we escaped from other vermin, so common among the Greenlanders, 

With a view to remind our congregation of the event to take place 
on this day, Brother Kleinschmidt and the Greenland assistant Shem, 
played several tunes of hymns of praise on French horns, upon the 
hill near our dwelling. We then met in the sod hut, kneeled down, 
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and thanked and praised the Lord for all the mercy we had experi- 
enced in this place. The text of the day was truly appropriate, and 
spoke the language of our hearts: ‘‘I will bless the Lord, who hath 
given me counsel.”»—Ps. 16. 7. We then walked into our new 
dwelling. 

Our Greenlanders soon came together, and with great alacrity as- 
sisted to convey our furniture into it. Brother Kleinschmidt had 
composed a hymn for the occasion, which, at a meeting in the after- 
noon, was partly read, and partly sung. 

Having, ‘through the medium of Brother Ramftler, in Bristol, and 
of several friends in Germany, received a number of presents for our 
Greenlanders, we distributed them on this occasion, partly to signal- 
ize the day, and partly as an expression of acknowledgment for their 
willing assistance during the building of our house. They were very 
thankful for these gifts, and desired us to express their gratitude to 
their benefactors. 

On the 29th, we added our hut of sods to the temporary chapel, 
by taking down the partition wall, and throwing the whole into one 
room, which is spacious enough for the present. 

The daily schools, in which 120 children receive instruction, are 
diligently attended. Many of those, who, during the last two years, 
have distinguished themselves by their diligence, and have learned 
to read, were, on the 30th November, presented with hymn books 
as a reward. 

We are also truly thankful that we have now been enabled by the 
generosity of the British and Foreign Bible Society, to give them 
testaments. ‘They read, and hear the word of God in their own 
houses. As the desire to learn is remarkably ardent among the 
youth, we gave them, besides the usual lessons, verses to get by 
heart, and taught them the tunes. The first hymn they learnt was, 
** O world, see thy Creator,” &c.—Hy. Bk. p. $1, and being after- 
wards asked whether they did not feel thankful to our Saviour for 
ali He had done and suffered for them, as described in that ancient 
hymn, they replied, with one voice, “‘O yes, we are very thankful 
to Him.” We then gaye them that hymn, “ Jesus, source of my sal- 
vation!” By learning these hymns, a spirit for singing has been ex- 
cited throughout the whole congregation, by which the adults were 
greatly enlivened, for the Lord ‘‘ perfects His praise out of the mouth 
of babes and sucklings,” and makes even children witnesses of the 
doctrine of His cross. We are well rewarded for our trouble, for 
we find that our labour among the children is not lost. 

Respecting our congregation so recently gathered from among the 
heathen, our language and prayers are those of the Apostle in his 
Epistles to the Churches, when he expresses his concern that Christ 
may be formed in all believers, and their walk and conversation 
show, that His spirit dwellsin them. May He grant us grace, from 
the experience of our own hearts, to declare salvation by the blood- 
shedding and death of our Redeemer, and invariably to keep the 
word of His patience. 
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At the conclusion of the year 1826, the congregation at Frede- 
ricksthal consisted of 209 baptized, and 75 yet unbaptized: in all, of 
284 persons; twenty-eight more than at the close of last year. 
Thirty.five heathen Greenlanders are come hither on trial. 


Extract from the Report of LicuTEnav. 


Tue last year was distinguished by a blessed experience of the 
mercy and presence of the Lord in the congregation. Harmony and 
brotherly love rendered the missionary labours light. Three weeks 
before Easter, almost all those who live at a distance, and a compa- 
ny from the Danish Mission, three miles off, came to Lichtenau to 
celebrate the Passion-week. They all appeared deeply affected at 
the meetings. ‘The youth evince an increasing desire for learning. 

August 15th. Brother and Sister Ihrer arrived safe and well at 
that place. The congregation consisted of 611 members, 249 of 
whom are communicants; to these are to be added 37 unbaptized, 
living at Lichtenau; in all, 648 persons. The Greenlanders through- 


out the year have been sufficiently provided with the means of sub- 
sistence. 


LETTER 


From the SynopaL ComMITTEE afifoinied for the Management of 
the United Brethren’s Missions among the Heathen, to the congre- 
gations of the United Brethren’s Church, and all who take part in 
the sufiport of their Missionary establishments. 

Dear BRETHREN AND SISTERS, 

“In transmitting to you the statement of our accounts, at the 
close of 1826, we call upon you, and all our friends, to join us in 
praising our adorable Lord and Saviour, that he has raised up so 
many willing participants in the labours of our dear missionaries to 
promote His cause, both in the old and new world, who have liberal- 
ly assisted us, to provide means to defray the expense attending 
much necessary building, long journeys and voyages, the support of 
one hundred and eighty-five missionaries in thirty-five settlements, 
the maintenance of thirty-seven resting missionaries, and the educa- 
tion of eighty-four children and young persons. May the Lord grant 
His choicest blessings to all those who have contributed towards this 
work, and cause them to rejoice at the fruits of their benevolent ex- 
ertions. Let us beseech the Lord of the harvest, that He would 
send many faithful labourers into His harvest, who are willing to 
devote all their powers to this blessed service; and who, amidst 
much weakness and insufficiency, trust in the strength and grace of 
Him who has called them to proclaim His saving name to the 
heathen, as the Saviour of all mankind. 

“*In regard to the details of the accompanying statement, we 


have only further to observe, that a much larger surplus would re- 
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main, to be applied to the general purposes of the missions, had not 
a considerable portion of the contributions received from friends in the 
British Islands during the two preceding years, to the amount of 
$13,397 9 cents, been destined exclusively for the purposes of the 
West Indian mission, and, as such, deducted from the gross balance 
in hand. A note, appended to the general statement, will explain 
the specific destination and amount of these contributions, for which 
we beg to return our grateful acknowledgments. 

‘“*The year past, (1826,) has been distinguished by uncommon 
activity in our missionary concerns. Most of our places received ad- 
ditional assistance, but several of them have been deprived of valu- 
able and blessed labourers, partly by their being called home to 
eternal rest, and partly by being disabled through age and infirmi- 
ties. 

**In North America, Brother Theodore Shulz, of Salem, visited 
the Cherokee congregations at Sring-filace, and Oochgelogy, in 
the spring of the year. He witnessed, with joy and astonishment, 
some remarkable proofs of the grace of our Saviour in the hearts of 
the Indians, and their children. Many negroes, in the vicinity 
of the settlements, attend the services there, which are per- 
formed in English. It is very desirable, however, that a brother 
may be found, who might successfully study and learn the difficult 
Cherokee language. 

‘* Brother Lukenbach has returned to his post at Fairfield, in Up- 
per Canada, from a visit of eight months in Pennsylvania, and was 
received by the Indian brethren and sisters, with great cordiality. 
The Pennsylvania Conference sent by him a letter to the Delaware 
congregation, which proved to them a means of great encourage- 
ment. The government having kindly awarded to them a sum of 
money, in consideration of the losses sustained by them in the war 
of 1815, they were enabled to commence the building of a new 
church. 

‘* The letters and accounts from Ladrador, as well as the reports 
of visiting missionaries, give a most encouraging view of the course 
of the Esquimaux congregations at Okkak, Nain, and Hopedale. The 
number of Esquimaux, under the care of the Brethren, is seven hun- 
dred and ninety-six. The fifty years’ jubilee of the congregation at 
Nain was a season of great blessing. 

** Greenland. The Lord’s blessing rests upon the new settlement 
at Fredericksthal, to which two hundred and fifty-six Greenlanders 
belong. The missionaries, though obliged to spend another winter in 
their sod hut, were preserved in health, except one brother, who 
recovered by means of a journey to Europe. At Wew Herrnhut, 
Lichtenau, and Lichtenfels, during the long winter, the houses were 
nearly buried in immense masses of snow. The course of the four 
congregations was peaceful and blessed, and great attention was ma- 
nifested by the young people. 

“‘ West Indies. In the seven negro congregations in the Danish 
Islands, a renewal of divine life has prevailed. The largest of them 
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is Friedensfeld in St. Croix, to which upwards of 2200 negroes be- 
long. The weather was unusually wet, which, though profitable for 
the sugar plantations, produced much sickness among whites and 
blacks. Three most useful labourers in the mission, who were yet 
in their best years, fell a sacrifice to the prevailing disorders. At 
New Herrnhut, in St. Thomas, the congregation celebrated a double 
festival, in memory of the beginning of the mission ninety-four years 
ago, and the fiftieth anniversary of laying the foundation of their 
dwelling-house. They were filled with joy and thanksgiving for 
the wonders of mercy experienced during that period. 

‘* Two bishops of the established church of England having been 
appointed in the English West India Islands, several new regula- 
tions have, in consequence, taken place, by which the state of our 
mission has been, in some measure, affected. Twenty-one brethren 
and sisters are employed in Antigua, who have the care of 14,823 
negroes, belonging to the five settlements. They were encouraged 
by the Lord’s blessing upon their labours. 

“In Barbadoes, the congregation at Sharon has increased to 3838 
members, and sixty children attend the schools at Mount Tador, 
where the prospect of missionary usefulness increases. 

**In St. Kitts, 3000 negroes belong to the congregation at Basse- 
terre, and about 1800 to Bethesda, 700 children are instructed in 
Sunday and evening schools. 

‘*In Jamaica, the number of negroes served by the brethren with 
the gospel, is about 1700. At airfield in the May Day Hills, a 
new chapel was consecrated on the 15th of January. The new 
buildings at Hofieton were advancing. 

**In 1790, a mission of the brethren was begun in Zodago, but 
suspended by the departure of Brother Montgomery. It was renew- 
ed in 1799, and again interrupted by Mr. Hamilton’s decease. Now, 
according to the wish of his son, and several other proprietors, Bro- 
ther Ricksecker from North America has been appointed to that 
station. 

“Since the baptism of the first negro in Surinam, fifty years had 
elapsed on the 14th July, 1826. ‘This festival was noticed by all 
the inhabitants of Paramaribo, and distinguished by peculiar blessing. 
During the above-mentioned period, 3,477 adults have been baptized 
by the brethren. The congregation consists, at present, of 1,240 
baptized negroes, and 500 not yet baptized. 

**At the Casie of Good Hofie, amidst various trials, the congrega- 
tions have increased in number, and grow in grace. About New- 
year, there appeared a peculiar awakening in the hearts of the in- 
habitants of Gnadenthal, insomuch that whole companies met of 
their own accord, and covenanted together to follow Jesus, and obey 
his precepts. The number of inhabitants was 1200. 

“* At Hemel-en-Aarde, about half the patients in the hospital are 
formed into a Christian Society. 

“* At Elim, the congregation grows in grace and numbers; and at 
Groenckloof great numbers of Hottentots requested permission to 
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live there, and to be instructed. No fewer than forty-seven arrived 
in January. 

**At Enon, the congregation consists of 400, and is on the increase. 

**Let us, dear brethren, offer praise and thanksgiving to the 
Lord, who now, for nearly a century, has laid such blessings upon 
the labours of our missionaries. They have proclaimed the word of 
the cross to many heathen nations, and by their simple testimonies, 
He has brought thousands and tens of thousands ‘‘ from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan to the living God.” But we do 
not presume to say, that the Lord’s work is done by us alone. We 
truly rejoice that light and truth are spreading in this time of grace, 
shining bright from various quarters; and that messengers of peace 
are sent forth from different communities to declare salvation in 
Jesus, to all the nations of the earth. We feel ourselves united with 
these our fellow-labourers in one Spirit. We have one aim and pur- 
pose, and serve one Lord and Master. Let us be faithful on our 
part, and promote the great work committed to us, by every means 
in our power, that we may not come short of the blessing which hi- 
therto has rested upon us, and which, we trust, will still be imparted 
to us, through undeserved mercy. A small beginning is made, but 
a great part of the earth is still overspread with darkness. 

“Those of us, who are not appointed personally to proclaim the 
gospel in distant parts of the earth, are called upon to offer up 
prayers and supplications for the furtherance of the kingdom of 
Christ, among all nations. Let us, therefore, be faithful in this 
pleasant duty, and afford, at the same time, such active assistance 
as may be in our power. We salute you in the fellowship of our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, and with true brotherly love remain your 
affectionate brethren, G. M. SCHNEIDER, 

HANS WIED, 
CHR. G. HUEFFEL. 

Berthelsdorf, near Herrnhut, Oct. 21st, 1827. 


Statement of Receipts and Disbursements by the Committee, afifrointed 
for the management of the general concerns of the United Brethren’s 
Missions, for the year 1826. 
RECEIPTs, 
Collections in the Settlements of the Brethren, $4,279 25 
Additional benefactions, - - - - - 1,206 24 
Contributions from friends on the Continent, - 7,087 07 
Ditto from Great Britain, including $8,316.58 
for the West India fund, and $1, a 88 
for the School fund, - 25,438 76 
Ditto from North eenesion, - - - 3,847 03 
Legacies, - - - 6,283 76 
Interest more received than paid, - - $28 78 
Profit by course of exchange, Toditsh 43 57 
a 


$ 48,509 41 
———— 
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DisBuRSEMENTS. 
Por Greenland, - - - $ 2,229 40 


Surinam, - 812 335% 
Barbadoes, $,466 40 
St. Kitts, - 3,359 75 
Antigua, - 6,422 78% 


Jamaica, - 5,428 88 
Labrador,* 238 374 


Danish Islands, 0 00 
North American Indians, 1,666 96 
South Africa, - - $,322 54} 
——26,947 43 
By agent’s and bookkeeper’s salaries, sta- 
tionary, and sundry expenses, - 1,212 67% 
Postage, &c.  - - - - - 566 47 
——— 1,779 143 
By pensions to 24 married and 9 single 
brethren, - - - - - 
ditto to 32 widows, ~ ~ 
ditto to 84 children at school or trades, i 
12,832 894 
By contributions to the support of missionaries still 
engaged in service in Europe, - - - 888 00 
By travelling expenses, - - - - - 851 09% 


$43,298 564 
Balance in hand, 5,210 844 


$48,509 41 

General Statement at the close 0f 1826 m= 

Surplus of 1825, - - - - - - $ 6,723 51 
Extinct annuities, - - - - - . 2,607 78 
Disbursements of former years, repaid in 1826, - 25 53 
Balance of the account for 1826, - - - 5,210 84% 


$ 14,567 66% 


From this balance, however, must be deducted the 
two following sums, being the amount of contribu- 
tions received in the years 1825 and 1826, from 
friends in Great Britain, towards the establish- 
ment of new Missionary stations in the West In- 
dies, and the erection of school-houses for the 
education of negro children. 


eT 


* The mission in Labrador is supported by the Brethren’s Society for the 
furtherance of the gospel in London; the Synodal Committee pay the 
charges of the missionaries, till they arrive in England. 
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1. Receipts on account of West 
India fund, - - - - - - $11,555 34 
2. Ditto on account of School fund, 1,841 753 


15,397 093 


Balance available for the general purposes of th : $1,170 563 
missions, - - - - - - - - - - = 

Note.—For the sstisfaction of those generous friends, whose kind contri- 
butions (in aid of objects specifically connected with the religious and moral 
improvement of the negroes in the West Indies) have been referred to, itis 
right to state, that although, up to the period when the above account was 
closed, viz. Dec. 31, 1826, no particulars of the expenditure incurred on ac- 
count of these two funds had reached the Directors of the Brethren’s Mis- 
sions, a very considerable portion of them will be found to have been ex- 
pended in the year 1827. The formation of anew missionary establishment 
at Hopeton, in Jamaica, already far advanced, and that recently commenced 
at Irwin, near Montego Bay, will probably require for their completion more 
than the present amount of the West India fund; and for the erection of 
school houses at Newfield and Gracehill, in Antigua, and at Fairfield and 
Hopeton, in Jamaica, a sum exceeding what has hitherto been received on 
account of the school-fund, will be necessary. The school-house at New- 
field, recently finished, appears, by a late report from our missionaries in 
Antigua, to have cost £ 416:16:6 currency, or about £ 180 sterling, ($800. ) 


WEST INDIES. 
Extract of a Letter from Brother PETER RICKSECKER. 
RIsELAND, Tobago, Oct. 31st, 1827. 

** Your letter of August Ist, comforted and strengthened us, by 
the love and affection towards us, of which it testified, and the as 
surance, that our dear brethren beyond the ocean remember us in 
their prayers. Sickness prevented me for a considerable time from 
doing any duty, but it has pleased the Lord so far to restore my 
health, that I can attend to my work. I find, however, that pru- 
dence is very necessary to prevent a relapse. My wife and daughter 
enjoy good health, which is indeed a great blessing. 

** By this time you have seen Mr. Hamilton, who can give you a 
full account of the new missionary establishment. "We wish that we 
may celebrate Christmas in our new chapel. If we were in a place 
of our own, we doubt not that a number of negroes would come to the 
public worship. The building was interrupted for some time, by 
the sudden death of Mr. Morrison, the carpenter. He took no wages 
for his work, by which twodollars a day were saved to the mission. 

** With great pleasure I can mention, that our evening meetings, 
here at Riseland, are attended regularly by a number of negroes, 
and that, notwithstanding much imperfection and ignorance, the 
Lord deigns to be in the midst of us, when we meet in His name. 
The singing has also improved. 

‘* Among some old negroes, who beg for baptism before they die, 
there were two, very aged and infirm, a man called Roxberry, anda 
woman, Mary Bella. These two persons were hardly able to come 
to the new missionary settlement. They knew but little as yet, but 
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we endeavoured to instruct them inthe chief points of religion, and 
to make them acquainted with the love of Jesus to all mankind, and 
especially to all penitent sinners. We had appointed November 
18th, as the day of their baptism, but old Roxberry died this morning. 
We trust that he turned to the Lord and was received in mercy. 

‘*A great many of the white inhabitants of this island were ill 
during the latter months, but only a few died. For many weeks, 
the weather was rather dry, and the planters were complaining; but 
it pleased God to send rain in good tfme. 

‘Continue, dear brother, to pray for us, that our Lord and Sa- 
viour may enable us to serve him faithfully here in Tobago, and that 
the light of the gospel may soon dispel the darkness of sin and unbe- 
liefin this place also. I remain your affectionate brother, 


P. RICKSECKER. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother S. BRUNNER. 
SHaron, Barbadoes, Nov. 27th, 1827. 

** Your letters have all been received. The testaments announc- 
ed will be very acceptable, and we should be equally thankful for 
some spelling books, of which we are in want. 

** We are truly grateful to our Lord#or having protected us from 
the effects of hurricanes this year also. Often indeed did we ob- 
serve indications and forebodings of an approaching storm, which 
caused us to call upon our heavenly father for preservation. We 
particularly commended Brother Hueffel to His mercy, as we sup- 
posed that he was yet at sea. Weare therefore the more delighted 
to hear of his safe arrival in England. 

**The Lord blesses us with proofs of the effects of the gospel in 
the hearts of many, who were but lately dead in sins and trespasses, 
and now come and ask what they must do to be saved. On the two 
last prayer-days, September 23d, and November 18th, Sharon’s 
small congregation received an addition of thirty-three adults; thirty 
by baptism, and three by reception into the congregation; thirty-four 
were added to the class of candidates. 

**On the last prayer-day, we saw, for the first time, so large an 
auditory assembled, that the chapel could not contain all the hear- 
ers, and some had to stand or sit in the yard. 

“*Both here and at Mount Tabor, we have suffered from indispo- 
sition, but are now pretty well again. Begging an interest in your 
prayers at the throne of grace, and to be kindly remembered by all 
our brethren and friends, we remain, &c. &c. 


SAMUEL BRUNNER. 





Extract of a Letter from Brother Joun Eu.is. 
FAtRFIELD, Jamaica, WVov. 29th, 1827. 
Dear Brotuer, 
** WE are afraid, that the first September packet has been lost, as 
it has not yet arrived from England. The account you gave me in 
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your letter of August Ist, the last received, of *the interesting pro- 
ceedings of our Cape Missionaries, and especially of the journey un- 
dertaken by the Brethren Hallbeck and Fritsch to the Tambookkie 
couutry, engaged our sympathetic feelings so strongly, that we have 
ever since been wishing for further accounts. 

>») ‘‘ In my last, of August 27th, I mentioned, that Brother Light had 

"received a hurt in his leg, which at first assumed an alarming ap- 
pearance. I am thankful that I can now add, that this our beloved 
fellow-labourer is in the enjoyment of tolerable health, and feels no 
bad effects from the accident. The building of the new dwelling- 
house at Irwin was begun, and this day week is appointed for the 
laying of the foundation-stone of the new church. 

“At New Carmel (the name given to Chapel-hill, at Hopeton) 
the preaching of the word of the Cross continues to show its benefi- 
cial effects. A great desire is manifested among the negroes to hear 
and enjoy the privileges of the gospel. 

«The congregation at New Eden, and indeed, this mission gene- 
rally, have lately sustained a severe loss. Our dear fellow-labourer, 
Brother George Tiinzus, has been removed from his active services 
here below, to join the church triumphant. This important change, 
so replete with happiness to himself, and with sorrow to those he 
has left behind, took place on Sunday, the 11th instant, after only 
one week’s illness, which commenced in a bilious, and ended ina 
typhus fever. As long as his memory and faculties remained unim- 
paired by the disorder, his testimony concerning his confidence in 
the atoning blood of Christ was remarkably strong. On one occasion, 
when I asked him whether he still felt confidence in our Saviour, he 
replied, ‘‘ Confidence, and comfort too! what I now feel is worth dy- 
ing for.”” His readiness in quoting texts of scripture, and applying 
them in an appropriate manner during his illness, and especially on 
the day before his departure, was truly edifying. He begged me to 
salute all his brethren and friends, and to say, that he had good hope 
through grace. His wife was also attacked by the same disorder and 
about the same time, and indeed we thought her case the more 
alarming, till about twenty-four hours before her husband’s depar- 
ture, when the symptoms became somewhat more favourable; but 
the physicians would not suffer her for some days to be informed of 
her husband’s death. She was removed, on a kind invitation from 
Mr. Ridgard, to the mansion-house at Elim, and, after a week’s resi- 
dence, arrived safe with her little daughter, only six months old, 
at Fairfield, where she continues gradually to recover health and 
strength. 

** Our visits to Mesopotamia are continued monthly. 

** We all join inkind love to yourself and family, and to the Society 
for the Furtherance of the Gospel, and commend ourselves, under 
our present circumstances, to your faithful intercession, humbly hop- 
ing, that we shall receive strength equal to our day. I remain, &c. 

JOHN ELLIS. 


feg®ce 





